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Israel to accept 
Gaza-Jericho option in 

11th round 


Parties unite to offset 
single vote effect 





By Ahmad Shaker 

Special to the Star 

HOURS AFTER His Majesty 
King Hussein made his press 
statement to Agance France 
Presse in which he said that the 
Palestinian leadership had not 
coordinated with Jordan on the 
"Gaza-Jericho First” option, Pal¬ 
estinian President Yasser Arafat 
called King Hussein and asked 
that he meets with the King to 
explain (he Palestinian view 
point regarding the proposal that 
Jericho be named toe temporary 
capital of the Palestinian state. 

Sources said that President 
Arafat insisted that be visits 
Amman immediately although 
he knew that King Hussein was 
planning a visit to O man on 
Tuesday. 

When Mr Arafat arrived in 


ian affairs. 

King Hussein 
told AFP that 
the disengage¬ 
ment decision 
from the West 
Bank was ir¬ 
revocable. 

Before fly¬ 
ing to Muscat, 

King Hussein 
met with Mr 
Arafat, who 
briefed His 
Majesty on a 
senes of 

events that accompanied the vis¬ 
it of US Secretary of State War¬ 
ren Christopher to the region last 
month especially those regarding 
the. two Palestinian documents 
that were handed to Mr Christo¬ 
pher, one through Egyjjt and die 
second by the Palestinian peace 









Amman oh Monday-hfefoM-Bi e - 1 !V__' ’ _ " 

press that the proposal of an Is- Head of the information De~ 


raeli withdrawal horn Jericho 
and Gaza was only one of a 
number of options that will' be 
discussed during (he 11th round 
of Middle East peace negotia¬ 
tions to be held in Washington 
before the end of this month. He 
added that die PLO had rejected 
an Israeli concept of the with¬ 
drawal from the two areas be¬ 
cause it was based on an early 
empowerment as a form of dis¬ 
engagement- 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shim¬ 
on Peres announced in Stock¬ 
holm on Tuesday that agree¬ 
ment with the Palestinians on 
the "Gaza-Jericho First" option 
was close. 

Mr Arafat held meetings de¬ 
scribed as "candid" with Prime 
Minister Dr Abdel Sal am Maja- 
li. The meetings held Monday 
and Tuesday centered on high- 
level .To r dani an -Palestini an coor¬ 
dination during the upcoming 
round of talks in Washington. 
The Jordanians stressed tint 
they would tike the Palestinian 
leadership to consult with them 
before announcing new propo¬ 
sals. Dr Majali reiterated what 
King Hussein had said few days 
earlier, that Jordan respects Pal¬ 
estinian choices and that it will 
not interfere in internal Palestin- 


partment at the FLO Mr Yasser 
Abed Rabbo told The Star that 
the coining few days will wit¬ 
ness high-level Jo rdani an- 
Palestinian coordination. He 
added that he had talks with Mr 
Trial Al Hasson, minister of 
state for foreign affairs, and that 
both had agreed on the need to 
maintain the FLO'S unity and 
purpose. 

Mr Abed Rabbo described the 


resigning members of the PLO's 
Executive Committee or those 
calling for an alternative to the 
FLO as trying to “destroy the 
PLO's achievements and derail 
Palestinian attempts to establish 
a temporary government. He 
said that it was possible that Is¬ 
rael -wilt agree in -the-coming 
round to withdraw from Gaza 
and the Jericho area. 

Meanwhile, Minister Al Has¬ 
san will fly today to Beirut to 
represent Jordan in the meeting 
of die Arab foreign ministers to 
the peace talks. The result of the 
meeting is already known since 
all Arab parties have made it de¬ 
cision to attend the 11th round. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
the peace talks will begin to 
leave for die US capital on Sat¬ 


urday to attend the 11th round 
which will open on 31 August 

The Jordanian delegation, 
headed by ambassador Fayez Al 
Tarawneh, will include Dr Ibra¬ 
him Badran, Dr Ahmad Qatana- 
ni, Dr Mohammad Bani Ham, 
Mr Marwan Ducfin, Dr Tayseer 
Abdel Jaber, Dr Abdallah Tou- 
qan and Dr Munthir Haddadm. 

Dr Majali had told journalists 
last week dial there were no 
problems between the Jordanian 
and the Israeli delegations since 
the two had agreed on a work¬ 
ing agenda. He added that the 
main issue is to ensure progress 
on the other tracks. 

Sources told The Star that the 
11th round wIU witness "real 
and meaningful" progress espe¬ 
cially on the Palestinian and 
Syrian tracks and that a lot will 
depend on the US intervention. 
The Palestinians have already 
agreed to postpone the issue of 
Jerusalem until (he final status is 
made, and withdrew calls for a 
freeze on settlements and a defi¬ 
nition of geographical sove¬ 
reignty. But unless (he Israelis 
retract from their commitments, 
given to the Palestinian in unof¬ 
ficial meetings, the 11th round 
will unveil an agreement to con¬ 
clude an Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho. ■ 


By Andrew Jeffreys should be made, today, Thurs- 
Special toTbeStar day. It is likely that this will be 

followed by the formation of a 
ONE WEEK after His Majesty wider Islamic coalition also. 

King Hussein's endorsement of The rush for unity has been 
a new election law, political heightened by the one man one 
parties are being increasingly vote system that makes it harder 
pressured into coalition agree- ft* a party to cany more than 
merits one candidate in each district. 

At least five pro-Govemment The previous system of bloc vot- 

pazties and a number of inde- tag had allowed the Muslim 
pendent candidates with strong Brotherhood to field more than 
tribal base are forming an alh- one candidate in a single district, 
ance to increase their chances each of whose supporters agreed 
at the November elections. Mr to vote for a 'party list 1 en masse. 
Abdel Hadi Al Majali, general In some districts, an independent 
secretary of Al Ahd Party, told would find himself having not 
The Star that the formation of only to defeat an opposing can- 

the National Action Front didate, but the combined total of 

(NAF), will be declared in the 2 or 3 of his colleagues as well, 

next two weeks. A similar an- By restricting each person to a 
nouncement of an electoral pact single vote, a party that fields 
from the Jordan Arab Nation- numerous candidates risks split- 
alist Democratic Alliance, the ting its vote between them, leav- 
umbrella group of leftist parties, tag each without a Ijjge enough 

is expected next week, a source proportion to win a seat, 
at Hasbd told 77ie Star. Though there are officially 

Despite vociferous opposition over 20 parties, they can be cate- 

to the new law by the Islamic gorized into four broad ideologi- 
AcffdffTront (IAFJT^ttedgra- - - - l groups:- leftists, Islamic, pro- 

tion-of its intention to run Government centrists and pan 


Arab. Although most of 
these groups suffer from 
internal differences, all of 
them, except for the 
Baathist parties, will try to 
avoid fielding opposing 
candidates, particularly in 
the smaller districts, that 
could suffer from the 'split 
vote'. 

But whether or not the 
parties can exercise 
enough discipline to force 
their own candidate to 
step down in favor of a 
candidate from a different 
party in the same 'group 1 , 
remains to be seen. S’ 

Mr Majali is pinning his ^ 
hopes on the regional 
strengths of parties within 
the NAF, mid therefore ge. 
does not expect disputes PH 
among the froufc candSdbtes. 

However, Dr Mustapha 
Hamameh, head of the I— 
Center for Strategic Stud¬ 
ies at the University of Jordan, 
said that maintaining consolida¬ 
tion will be harder than party 
leaders suggest In many areas, 




m 


organizations failed to co¬ 
ordinate well in the last 

Continued on page 2 


Roundtable on economy: 

Should foreign aid be withheld from Jordan? 



By Bilal B0(jjawi 

Star Staff Writer 

THE FOLLOWING excerpts 
are from the first roundtable on 
the economy of Jordan, held last 
week at die Philadelphia Hotel, 
sponsored by Economic Per¬ 
spectives, a newsletter published 
by Info Media International with 
MEBA Ltd as Editorial Consul¬ 
tants. 

Present as panelists at the con¬ 
ference were Dr Mustapha Ha- 
mameh, director of tire Jordan 
University Center for Strategic 
Studies; Mr Douglas Nuemann, 
first secretary, economic com¬ 
mercial chief at the United 
States embassy in Amman; Mr 
Nidal Munir Sukhtian, general 
manager of the Sukhtian Group; 
Mr Jean Keire-Pierani, econom¬ 
ic counsellor at the Commission 
of the European Community 
Delegation in Amman and Mr 
Ousama Ghannoum, general 
manager of the Amman World 


Bosnians landing on their feet in Amman 


By Stephanie Genkfn 

Special to the Star 

TWO MONTHS ago 402 Bos¬ 
nian refugees landed at Queen 
Alia airport, leaving their war- 
tom country for the safety of 
Jordan and for a chance to re¬ 
build their lives. As the new ar¬ 
rivals settled into their tempo- 
paiy accommodations at the Um 
Teena school ta Joffe, many 
spoke about their goals for the 
near future. Education, vocation¬ 
al training, employment and lan¬ 
guage instructions were all high 
on the list of priorities. Today, 
with the help of the Hashemite 
Charity Organization, many are 
fulfilling these ambitions. 

Mohammad Abu Said, the Ha¬ 
shemite Charity Organization's 
director of Bosnian refugees, 
said that there is already a lot of 
activity. The children have start¬ 
ed their school year, workshops 
are underway ami many are get¬ 
ting to know their way around 

Amman. . . 

With the help of teachers or 
Bosnian origin, 106 students arc 



as if they had never left their na¬ 
tive land. "We are following the 
identical curriculum set by the 
department of education." said 
TaTiirf Mujkanovic, one of the 
teachers. All of the lessons are 
taught ta Serbo-Croatian, in ad¬ 
dition to Arabic, English ami 


German language instruction. 
He explained that most of the 
children are not having any dif¬ 
ficulty picking up Arabic be¬ 
cause," many could already read 
having studied the Quran ta 
Bosnia." Yet, he admitted that 
few were able to read with any 
comprehension. 


Although the children are 
readjusting to school life, unfor¬ 
tunately many are kggtag be¬ 
hind in their lessons. Due to the 
war, some have lost up to a year 
or two of their stuefies. Mr Muj¬ 
kanovic added that a team of 
specialized teachers are current¬ 
ly working with the children to 
make up for lost time. 

Meanwhile, others are build¬ 
ing new skills through work¬ 
shops and training courses. 
Many of the women are learning 
to sew; and the Hashemite Char¬ 
ity Organization is planning to 
open a small store to market 
these hand-made goods in the 
near future. The profits, Mr Aba 
Said, explained, will go (Erectly * 
to the women who produced the 
thread work. Carpentry and me¬ 
chanics are two vocations popu¬ 
lar with the men. . . 

Mr Abu Said said that "we are 
ready to help anybody .who 
wants to learn a skill " He added 
that they have already placed 
some 11-15 men in jobs and are 
searching to find work for many 
raore. 


While some of the newly em¬ 
ployed young men are satisfied 
with their work, few seem con¬ 
tent with their starting salaries. 
However, the more optimistic 
believe that their salaries will 
improve in the coming months . 

In the meantime, the Hashe¬ 
mite Charity Organization is 
providing tire Bosnian refugees 
with all of their basic needs and 
more. In addition to shelter, 
clothing, food, education, and 
training, the Organization gives 
each individual a monthly sti¬ 
pend. It even supplies smokers 
with a daily allotment of cigar¬ 
ettes. 

' Ahd as the summer is drawing 
fo an end, tire Organization is 
busy searching for a new loca¬ 
tion for Jordan's Bosnian guests. 
Without proper heating farih- 
..ties, tile Urn Teena school is 
hardly a suitable place to house 
people in the winter weather, ex¬ 
plained Mr Abu Said. He added 
that no final decision has been 
taken on just where they will be 
relocated but that the responsi¬ 
ble authorities have not ruled out 


Trade Center. Moderator was 
Mr Riad Al Khouri. The round¬ 
table is to be held every two 
months with panelists represent¬ 
ing different economic concerns 
in Jordan. 

Khouri: How would you 
characterize the general busi¬ 
ness environment in Jordan? 

Neumann: I think after re¬ 
gional tensions settle down, 
there will be a lot of potential 
here. I speak very favorably of 
Jordan as an economy by itself. 
But if one person has a sure fire 
idea [entrepreneurial] he would 
not be able to generate any capi¬ 
tal to have it materialized. This 
is a major drawback ta Jordan. 

Gharmoum: It's the structure. 
Anybody can go to the bank but 
lately this has become more dif¬ 
ficult I believe this will only be 
for a short period of time and I 
believe that things will get back 
to normal eventually. The mate¬ 
rialization of the Amman World 
Trade Center idea has come 
from foreign and domestic part- 

the possibility of another com¬ 
munal-like arrangement 

And as the group eagerly 
awaits news about their finure 
accommodations, some are still 
trying to find a way to fill their 
days. Too old to attend school 
but too young to join the work 
force, 16 year-old Bahia feels 
bored She said that she spends 
her time watching television and 
videos, unsure of what she will 
be doing ta the future. 

However, not everyone is 
struggling to land on their feet. 
Igda, a 27 year-old woman from 
Mostar, is quite pleased with her 
newly-found career as an airline 
hostess for Royal Jordanian. "I 
have two more months of train¬ 
ing, and then I begin my job," 
she said enthusiastically. Getting 
a job with RJ was not easy, she 
admitted, but authorities over¬ 
seeing the Bosnian center and 
various individuals helped Igda 
fulfil her ambition. 

"The Jordanian people are 
warm and friendly. Everyone 
wanted to help us when we said 
we were eager to work." With a 
pleased grin she a d ded. If you 
• want something, you must push 
for it If I weren't so pushy I 
would have never gotten the job 
of my choice. You must never 

give up." I 


nerships. Banks and chambers 
came up with the concept 

Hamameh: Banks are histori¬ 
cally conservative. It takes more 
than an idea to get them moving. 
But the structure of the banking 
sector in Jordan is in need of 
help. 

Ghannoum: If you go to the 
bank you have to prove to them 
that you don't need the money ... 
where then you'll get the loan. 

Hamameh: I think business¬ 
men who are interested ta devel¬ 
oping the potential of this coun¬ 
try must begin to think 
differently. 

Sukhtian: The economy was 
not always in the businessmen's 
hands. For 15 years Government 
was actually the enemy of the 
businessman. Today we are see¬ 
ing repercussions of that. The 
mentality of Government is that 
these businesses are living off 
its handouts. Government today 
isn't enlightened regarding busi¬ 
ness needs yet I wouldn't say 
that it's as bad as it was. 

PierartL Well, the instru¬ 
ments are there and, institution¬ 
ally speaking, you have different 
public organizations which are 
supposed to help, but the organi¬ 
zation of these instruments is 


veiy bad. 

Hamameh: I disagree with 
Mr Sukhtian on Government 
having an adverse relationship 
with the business community. It 
enjoys huge tax breaks. Perhaps 
Government bureaucracy is not 
efficient but that does not stem 
from an anti-business and profit 
intentions. On the issue of liber¬ 
alization, I don't think that it au¬ 
tomatically means efficiency. 
What is happening ta Jordan to¬ 
day is similar to what was hap¬ 
pening in Brazil in the early 
1970s. The president of Brazil 
said in the UN in 1976 Brazil is 
doing fine but the people are 
not!' In Jordan (here is a very 
high percentage of unemploy¬ 
ment and poverty levels are high 
... check out Sweimeh. 

Sukhtian: You say that Brazil 
is doing well and the people are 
badly off: In Jordan, both [Gov¬ 
ernment and people] are badly 
off. 

Hamameh: Our latest growth 
levels show an 11 percent rate 
but they also show a high level 
of imports. We have not learned 
from the mistakes of the early 
1970s and 1980s; we are repeat- 

Conlinued on page 2 


On the Occasion of 
The Prophet’s Birthday 





ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to 
MS MAJJES mr MM3 MJSSEHN 
and to the Jordanian people 
its felicitations and 
most cordial wishes. 
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King praises the 
single vote 

■ Addressing Jordanian jour¬ 
nalists at the Royai Court last 
week. His Majesty King Husse¬ 
in said that the introduction of 
the one man. 

one vote sys- 77 ' - jf~ ~j$\ 

tem into the A 

election law V 

was neces- ] V. WtA 

sary at this | f5tt flkj 

stage and ( : '. T . 

other amend- { J 

ments will j .Jl 

follow if A VMf 

need be. The j^HL jjL B| 

Kinc said 

that "the re- King Hussein 
cent meas¬ 
ures concerning the Election 
Law were adopted after a 
lengthy debate that involved all 
points of view at all levels." He 
continued that "we have found 
circumstances ripe for all to ex¬ 
ercise their rights to elect the 
next Parliament on equal foot¬ 
ing." He went on to add that oth¬ 
er changes maybe made in the 
future and "we might find it nec¬ 
essary to introduce another tem¬ 
porary law at a later stage be¬ 
cause we are developing with 
the reality we are living in." The 
King contended that "to say 
everything is one hundred per¬ 
cent correct is untrue..." His Ma¬ 
jesty said that the amendment to 
the law was a minor one to recti¬ 
fy a defeat discovered in the 
past. He said that there are some 
loopholes that have to be over¬ 
come and we will continue to 
produce ameliorations in the 
coming stages.... which might 
take four, eight or even 12 years 
to achieve. But this is the way 
we choose and will maintain 
with the cooperation of every¬ 
one." The King went on to say 
that there was no change in Jor¬ 
dan's position on a proposal for 
a Jordan]an-Palestinian confed¬ 
eration and that it is premature 
to discuss the proposal until the 
Palestinians achieve their com¬ 
plete rights in the Occupied Ter¬ 
ritories. 

sn-yr' .. »!-.■ i:vh 

Reactions to the 
one man, one vote 

0 Popular reaction to the one 


man one vote system have been 
swift. Mr Sulieman Arar, gener¬ 
al secretary of the AI Mustaqbal 
Party said that his party had 
from the start a clear position on 
this and they will definitely fight 
the upcoming elections. Ahmad 
AJ Najdawi of die Arab Baath 
Socialist Party of Jordan said his 
party will also contest the elec¬ 
tions. However, Mr Najdawi 
emphasized that his party was 
from the Stan against the one 
man one vote because it does 
not reflect the true meaning of 
democracy; it will also have 
dangerous implication for politi¬ 
cal pluralism, the social structure 
and tribalism in this country. 
The Justice and Progress Party 
was in favor of the one man one 
vote system. It called for that 
from die beginning and wanted 
to change the electoral constitu¬ 
encies, which is too late now, to 
match the number of seats in the 
Lower House. 

The Arab Democratic Party 
will also be participating al¬ 
though they have reservations 
about the new electoral systems. 
Its view is that democracy in 
Jordan has come a long way and 
that it does not want to put any 
obstacles in its path. The Pro¬ 
gressive Democratic Party, 
which had 
split from 
Hashd said 
that the new 
electoral law 
certainly 
goes against 
creating na¬ 
tional unity, 
political plu¬ 
ralism and 
justice and 
in this re- Najdawi 
spect, it is a 
retrograde 

step. Hashd itself has still to 
make up its mind whether it will 
participate in the elections or not 
but unconfirmed reports suggest 
that they will participate. This is 
in contrast to Al Ahd Party 
which totally supports the 
change in the law as a way to re¬ 
dress the previous imbalance 
that existed •m thouqld -system* • 
This fawunembers said, ahnstioi- 
make everyone equal in casting 
his vote. Similarly the Arab Is¬ 
lamic Democratic Movement 
Duaa' said that it favors the 
amendment in the law because 



An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 



of the same reasons. 

Reactions to the one man one 
vote system have been mixed 
also amongst individuals. Toujan 
Faisal, a prospective woman 
candidate says that the new sys¬ 
tem will go against progressive 
candidates because their support 
comes from wider sectors and is 
not limited to a family or a tribe. 
Dr Abdallah Nsoor, former min¬ 
ister of trade and industry said 
that he wholeheartedly supported 
the introduction of the single 
vote despite the fact that it will 
make it much harder to win in 
the next election. The same goes 
for Dr Ahmad Aweidi Al Abadi 
who says that he called for the 
new system since the beginning 
of the last Parliament because it 
would make deputies more re¬ 
sponsible to the electorate. 

PLO dialogue with 
Israelis 

a Dr Nabeef Shaath, political 
advisor to PLO chief Yasser Ar¬ 
afat stated categorically that 
there is an official dialogue be¬ 
tween the PLO and Israel. Dr 
S haath said that he is presently 
in contact with an Israeli official 
who is very close to the Israeli 
Prime Minister Mr Yitzhak Ra¬ 
bin. Speaking to the Israeli daily 
Yndiot Ahmot in Cairo, be said 
that official dialogue which he 
engaged in with Israelis in vari¬ 
ous countries "was necessary for 
the peace process.” Such dia¬ 
logue was transmitted directly to 
Mr Rabin, Mr Arafat and Abu 
Mazen (member of the Execu¬ 
tive Committee of the PLO). 
American and Egyptian officials 
suggested that Dr Shaath meet 
directly with the Israel prime 
minister, however, Mr Rabin re¬ 
fused such proposal saying that 
it is still unwarranted. Dr Shaath 
went on to say that meetings be¬ 
tween members of the Israeli 
government and the PLO had 
long started w£ile Labor was in 
opposition. He said that be has 
met the Israeli Environment 
Minister Mr Yossi Sarid more 
than- five times in international 
gatherings, ~ however---the ■ last¬ 
meeting was sanctioned by Mr 
Rabin himself. Meanwhile, prob¬ 
lems continue to bedevil the 
PLO with the resignation of poet 
Mr Mahmoud Darweish from its 


Executive Committee. There is 
conflicting evidence to his resig¬ 
nation. It is said that Darweish 
has wanted to resign as early as 
three months ago to devote him¬ 
self to literary activity. Howev¬ 
er, sources say that Darweish 
did not want anything to do with 
the inter-Palestinian politics and 
factional fighting. But sources in 
Amman say that Mr Darweish 
was upset with the course of Pal¬ 
estinian decision-making and 
politics indicating that the PLO 
was making concession after 
concession to the Israelis in the 
Middle East peace process. Fol¬ 
lowing his departure was Mr 
Shafeek Al Hout, another vete¬ 
ran in the PLO who decided to 
"freeze" his membership 

Foreign ministers 
meet 

M The foreign ministers of the 
Arab countries to the peace talks 
will meet in Beirut on 27 August 
to decide the date for the next 
round of the peace talks, due to 
be held in Washington by the 
end of the month. It has been 
customary for the Arab foreign 
ministers to meet on the eve of 
each session to coordinate strat¬ 
egy and peace efforts and this 
time it is no different 

Roads get revamp 

M Dr Mamdouh Al Abadi the 
newly appointed mayor of the 
Greater Amman Municipality, is 
certainly foil of good surprises. 
He has just allocated JD 6 mil¬ 
lion to repair and re-asphalt the 
roads of the whole of the Am¬ 
man area, especially the poorer 
districts; apparently these roads 
have reached such a stage of di¬ 
lapidation thar the mayor feels 
that now is the time to act Dr 
Abadi said that three local com¬ 
panies have been awarded the 
contract and they will be work¬ 
ing according to a program put 
forth by the municipality. Priori¬ 
ty areas include roads in the east 
and south of Amman, like Urn 
Qusair, Al Muqablain, JabaJAP 
Natheef, Jabal Al Akhdaf, ’HaF r 
Nazzal and Hashmi al Shamali, 
then the rest of Amman. The 
mayor said work will be non-stop 
and he hoped that work will be 
completed by the end of the year. 



In conjunction with our editorial consultants, Middle East Business Associates Ltd. (MEBA), Economic 
Perspectives newsletter is proud to announce the convening in Amman of a conference on 

'Jordan's New Economic Perspectives*. 

To be held at the Philadelphia Hotel on Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 September 1993, the 

conference will be conducted in English to cater to Jordan and the region's international community as 
well as economic and business leaders. 

The overall theme of the conference will be new economic and business developments in Jordan and 
the region. Aspects of Jordan's economic situation are changing rapidly — though experts put different 
interprelaiions on this phenomenon. The conference will be a chance to analyze a fascinating situation, 
and one that could be potentially rewarding from the business point of view. 

Among the distinguished speakers will be Prof. Christopher Higson of the London Business School, 
and Dr Paul Jabber, a leading US consultant. Prof. Higson, an international tax authority, will be 
speaking on 'Tax and Other Fiscal Options for Jordan', while Dr Jabber will address the 
conference on the topic of 'Exports and Investments*. Both Prof. Higson and Dr Jabber will be 
coming to Jordan especially for this conference. Also delivering papers will be some of the country's top 
business and economic experts.Try not to miss what will be an exciting and useful meeting in which a 
wide range of businessmen and others in both the public and private sectors will get a chance to talk 
about the practical implications of the economic changes taking place in the country. 

Participation fees are JD 60 for subscribers to Economic Perspectives and JD 75 for 
non-subscribers. We are offering a 20% discount to members of Jordan's universities, colleges and 
other academic institutions. 

For more details, please fill in the form; 

Yes, I would like to attend your conference on "Jordan's New Economic Perspectives*. 


Name. 


Occupation. 


Address. 


Phone. 


Please send to: 

Osama El-Sherif, Economic Perspectives, P.O. Box 9313, Amman 11191 Jordan, fax 962-6-648298, or 
Riad al Khouri, MEBA Ltd., P.O. Box 9446, Amman 11191 - Jordan, fax 962-6-640955 


Al Fayez on the 
Watan Party 

V Senator Akef Al Fayez, gen¬ 
eral secretary of the Watan Par¬ 
ty says that his party is a cen¬ 
trist one that believes in this 
country, in Arabism and the fu¬ 
ture of the Arab world. The Wa¬ 
tan party will work on local is¬ 
sues that are of important to the 
citizen: Social, economic, 

health and education. Mr Fayez 
said it is also important to find 
solutions to 

are constant- 

his party be- /• Af&j 

lieves that jar. . 

Arab coun- fsi ‘ 

tries should Fayez 
express J 

more soli¬ 
darity and cooperation with 
each other, which is very impor¬ 
tant during this age of bloc for¬ 
mation. His party believes, that 


the "central" issue, Palestine, 
should be resolved according lb 
international law. He added that 
his party believes in dialogue 
and discussion with all. other 
parties that believe in foe lead-. 
grship of this nation and foe 
Constitution, but he stopped 
short of saying whether his par¬ 
ty would be prepared to join a 
coalition in the next election. 
Mr Fayez says that his party 
was in favor of a change in the 
electoral law, but has a slightly 
different system which they will 
present to the next Parliament. 

Industrial dispute 
resolved 

0 A joint agreement was 
signed between the representa¬ 
tives of die Arab Land Bank 
and the Union of Banking, Insu¬ 
rance and Accounting at the 
Ministry of Labor. The agree¬ 
ment signed in the presence of 
Minister of Labor Mr Khalid 
Ghazawi, increased the baric 
salaries of employees at the 
bank by 18 percent, the mini¬ 
mum increase being JD 20 for 
every employee and worker. 


Tlie agreement also increased 
foe marriage allowance from JD 
14 to JD 20. The increase will 
be effective starting 1 Septem¬ 
ber The agreement gives em¬ 
ployees the right to easier loan 
access, especially in the case ot 
real estate. Let us hope the 
agreement sticks! 

Anti-smoking 
National March 

M Under the 
Patronage of 
Her Royal 
Highness 
Princess 

Haya Bint Al _ 

Hussein, the 
National Jor- 
daman Anti- j^r ^ 
smoking So- r & 

detyincoor- I 1 ' ' ; :—-- 

dination with princess Haya 

die ■ Haya 

CuhuraJCen- 

ter will be holding an Anti- 
Smoking March under the slo¬ 
gan of the Health and Clean Air 
in Jordan, on Friday 27 of Au¬ 
gust at 9 am from the Haya Cul¬ 
tural Center. 



Should foreign aid be withheld from Jordan? 


Continued from page 1 

ing them. What we are talking 
about here is nothing new to the 
house of Jordan, we are recy¬ 
cling an old debate. Therefore, I 
don't think we can keep doing 
those sweeping generalizations 
about either the business com¬ 
munity or Government. Jordan’s 
case is specific and s imilar to 
those of the Third World. 

Pierard: Can you tell us about 
what is common? 

Haunameh: Cap italis m is‘hot ^ 
inifigenduS tof tBe TErd Wtitfd ifr 
including Jordan. It was import¬ 
ed into our countries. You can¬ 
not talk about a capitalist econo¬ 
my functioning ala Americana 
for many reasons—The case of 
Egypt is one. The entire Egyp¬ 
tian economic and social struc- 
tore has evolved around basical¬ 
ly growing and exporting cotton. 
It emerged and developed to 
serve the needs of foe British 
businessman. It did not develop 
from within to satisfy the needs 
of the populous. What Jordan 
can do is what is better for eve¬ 
ryone, trying to alleviate the suf¬ 
fering and distribute the pic 
evenly. If you can do it in a so¬ 
cialist it will be more fair way. If 
we really want tins country to 
survive we have to accept less 
profits as a business community 
and still invesi more. What we 
have here is only rich people. 
When I tried to set up a confer¬ 
ence on the economy of Jordan I 
couldn't get any money. The 
business community will have to 
give back to the system for their 
own survival and they have to 
understand this. 

Neumann: I agree with Mr 
Pierard. There is lack of cooper¬ 
ation between the different pub¬ 
lic organizations here. It is very 
prevalent. When foe economy is 


expanding there is a sense of not 
looking at a win situation .where 
everyone can rise with the tide 
[economy]. 

Ghannonm: I noticed that 
everyone tends to list problems 
without attempting [to suggest] 
any solutions! 

Sukhtian: Fll give you a solu¬ 
tion; we should ask foe rich for¬ 
eign countries to stop giving aid 
to our Government, feeding a 
stro n ger bureaucracy and ren- 
dcrihg if titofe tfespotii: This aid 
loads our tacks with credit and 
the next generations will have to 
pay it back. Governments love 
to give each other money but 
this is literally destroying the 
Third World. 

Khouxi It is . destroying 
Egypt. I was in Egypt a few 
months ago and I could witness 
the effects of what the massive 
amounts of US aid had done to 
it after the Camp David agree¬ 
ments. It has created direct prob¬ 
lems in terms of corruption and 
strengthened bureaucracy; al¬ 
though the aim was to weaken it 
throojfo privatization. 

PteranL Jordan is the highest 
per capita aid receiver from the 
EC countries. .. . 

Sukhtian: Do you want my 


opinion as a nationalist business¬ 
man! Stop aid to Jordanians. Let 
the people who can do some¬ 
thing be productive. Allow them 
to take a stronger bold in build¬ 
ing this country by being effi¬ 
cient- You are aiding a wrong 
system.. Until a week ago the 
Gov ernment was still looking at 
hiringinore people. . 

Pierardi We have introduced 
programs to improve the private ; 
sector in foe whole Medit&ftane-'' 
an region; but which country 
was foe last to ask for help ... 
you answer! It was Jordan. 

Sukhtian: It is probably be¬ 
cause you pay us well enough 
not to do anything. 

Pierard: No, before I arrived 
here, I visited the person respon¬ 
sible for tire EC investment pro¬ 
gram at the Brussel’s Offices. He 
told me that he tried earlier on to 
find one manufacturer, who 
would be willing to cooperate on 
exporting to Europe for two 
years and a few months. He said 
he couldn't find anyone; 

Ghannonm: But FK bring you 
many willing ones today, things 
have changed somewhat since 
foemB 


Parties rush to unite 


continued from page 1 

election. The evidence so far 
suggests that in certain districts 
it has became almost impossible, 
with groups split along tribal 
fines.” 

Discussion on the effects of 
the law in tire media oyer tire last 
yreek has centered around' tire 


/ 
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idea of foe campaign being tribal 
based. The nascent party system 
feces an uphill battle-to take 
Votes from la strong tribal based 
oppone n ts, critics of the single 
vote system charge. But Dr Rad- 
wan Abdallah, political science 
professor at Jordan University, 
fores not see this as potentially 
detrimental to democracy. The 
replacement of tribal loyalties 
With party -loyalties has to be a 
gradual process," he said. "It wifi 
eventually happen naturally, but 
attempts to- impose it could be 
_daage«8JS.".He. pointed, out &at 
.foe vast majority of parties "are 
not indigenous" ahd have "limit- 
ed support in the-comxmmixy." 

There is no doubt that certain, 
deputies without'a strong tribal 
base, who hiafo previpusly-iBeen 
: carried by foe ’coat-tails; effect, 
will' face an^almost Impossible 
task in November; Ttt the past,. 
people voferF lor principles or 
ideology, now they wifl vatefor' 
the candidate with local: family 


coming HwJ® im* : 
lows foe 
riskm * 
eUrtrt to basfr 
Nasser Al l tetofetfh ffigft 

(Germany u AI 

Al Hadecd VhfBS 

junbassadortol^ttto J*^ 

dude E^pL CWnj,^ 
trnlia, Morocco WW Sf* 
gtom- 

■ Intensive uriaisteriar 

joixtonian-Tnri^ . cgi; 
tacts will be nda snurujk 
relating to eatonong-. 
cooperation . between -fob/ 
two countries to foe 
of water and jndostfJLv 

This follows foe visttsuT 
His Majesty KlagHusndtk 
and Crown Prince Hassaa 
to Turkey. 

■ France will be nanrfbjjj 
its new ambassador 
Amman soon to rep2S- 
current envoy, Mr Dtafe 
Baucbard who will be re¬ 
assigned to die Freriea 
Ministry of Foreign AF* 
fairs. Mr Bauchard wfobe 
coming back to Jordan 
next month to bid farewell 
officially. The French gov¬ 
ernment is transfenteg 
Mr Philippe Cardinal, the 
French cultural attache.to-. 

Amman to the same pon*; 
lion in Manila. ■. 

■ The Cabinet has 
pointed Mr Muhammad. 

Amin as general director 
of the Press and Publica¬ 
tion Dept. Mr Amin ref 
places Mr Issa AJ Jahnuk 
ni, who has been retired. 

The Cabinet also ap¬ 
proved the appointment of 
Mr Abdallah Al lltoom as 
general. director- of tire 
Jordan News Agency, Pe¬ 
tra, replacing Mr Ktialld 7 
Mahadeen who has been 
transferred to the Prime 
Ministry as an advisor, 

■ The Minister of Tour¬ 
ism Mr Yanal Hikmat has 
said that contacts between 
foe ministers of Tourism 
of Jordan, Syria and Leb¬ 
anon are presently taking 
place with regards to the 
setting up of a joint tour* 
ism region between the 
force countries and to ease 
the movement of tourists.. 

He said that he will be, 
travelling to Beirut next 
month for this purpose. 

■- Jordan's first interna¬ 
tional fair, Petra, will be; 
sponsored by tire Cham-; 
her of Commerce and or- 
ganized by Hikmat Inters 
national between I7-3KL 
October. Already V. 
number of local and Inter¬ 
national firms have said 
that they will participate: ■ f-" 

and personal interests," Mr Haiti - : ' 
Houraai, director of the New v. . 
Jordan Research Center told Th^:S : 
Star. - . , : 

Until tire candidates have 
declared, and foe campaign is in - - 
full swing, it is almost impQSsi? : ; \ 
ble to predict the specifics;o£the?- \U-I_ 
next Parliament. It is certafo’tiEft v’_; ’ 
there will be little or rtorepresent 
. tation for most of foe . 

parties, unless they can suCceter/!;^ 
fully unite, and even tbe Muslun v 
. Brothers, predicted to remain - >".•. 
largest party under the IAF, .wflfc v ; ■ 
most likely see their represeffa^i :> . * 
tion in Parliament reduced to 16,- . 
or 17 seats. . ; / ’ 

. There, will be a high percent- ";.-, 
age of tribal based independent ^- 
deputies who as Dr Haojaroeb 
pointed out are "gcrieralfy -eim^ !_•; ' 
servative, pro-regime, prorsti^is ^ r ‘I 
quo and therefore are- 'safCT'".-. ; 

United opposition in 1 Pajija- ’. 
ment, however, is certain io-be ^ ". 
"reduced' and, as. was. intendedi.- - 
. when the law was decIarecL tte/,.. 
Parliament' will be m6re agrees- 
. Me towards Governraeitt propo- ; 
-sals to tackle the contentious- is- 1 jv 
sues of peace and the economy. ;-; 
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PLO in trouble, but Arafat is OK! 

* It started with the three members of the Palestinian peace 
delegation threatening to hand in their res¬ 
ignations, and when it appeared that the cri¬ 
sis was over, member of the PLO Execu¬ 
tive Committee and renowned poet 
Mahmoud Darweish himself resigned, 
ostensibly to focus On his literary activities. 

Days later another member, Shafiq A1 
Hout, suspended his membership in the 
Committee to protest latest peace proposals 
amid signs that the 29-year-old Palestinian 
organization is facing grave financial diffi¬ 
culties. ThePLO's crisis, observers believe, ■ 

is both political and economic. And it has a Arafat j 

lot to do with the current peace process and 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's style of leader¬ 
ship. One of Arafat's militar y officers, 

Fateh's Lebanon commander Col. Munir 
Maqdah, even called on Mr Arafat to resign 
in order to safeguard the PLO's unity. 

The economic crunch has manifested 
itself in many forms. The Palestinian 
National Fund is broke and thousands of 
Palestinians associated with the Palestine 

Liberation Army (PLA) and with the Mar- _ 

tyrs' Fund have not received their pay riarwinsh 
checks for more than three months. In addi- 
tion the PLO is toning down its cadres in 
PLO's 100 missions abroad. 

To deal with the PLO's deficit, estimated at $125 million, the 
Palestinian organization has started to sell some of its equities 
worldwide, news agencies said. 

Politically. Mr Arafat is seen as moving unilaterally, opening 
direct talks with the Israelis without the knowledge of his Arab 
and Palestinian partners, and negoti ating the so-called "Gaza- 
Jericho Option". It is no secret that his latest maneuvers have 
dismayed many Palestinians in the Occupied Territories and 
inside the Executive Committee, not to mention some of his 
Arab allies, including Jordan. 

But that is not to say that the old man of the PLO is in trouble 
but on the contrary, those close to the Executive Committee 
say. They say that Mr Arafat may have got himself a good deal 
by not blinking first when the peace process faltered after the 
10th round. They add that the Gaza-Jericho option will ensure 
the birth of a Palestinian entity before the end of this year. Fur¬ 
thermore, Mr Arafat may appear to have yielded on the Jerusa¬ 
lem issue, but the fact of the matter is that he had managed to 
put the status of the Holy City on future agenda, the observers 
add 

How important are these "gains” is anybody's guess. But Mr 
Arafat does not appear to be flinching at accusations from other 
Palestinian groups that he is selling out or that the PLO and its 
institutions are being liquidated Nonetheless, Mr Arafat will 
have to make tough decisions if the remaining members of the 
18-man Committee decide to resign collectively, as the General 
Secretary of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Pales¬ 
tine (DELP) Nayef Hawatmeh said they would 

As Mr Arafat was conducting talks with Prime Minister Dr 
Abdel Sal am Majali on Monday, news agencies quoted head of 
the Palestinian peace team. Mr Faisal Husseun, as calling for 
the formation of a national salvation government to deal with 
the comprehensive national collapse of Palestinian institntions. 

But one day latter. Dr Hanan Asbrawi said that Husseun was 
misquoted and that he had actually, fr?r j a < patiopgl^ongr i ^ 0 q 
' eneb/.-nof a^govechmenL Mfeanwhne, c 4 iid"iur»tii.th& fexecutiue.--. 
Committee meets in Tunis tomorrow, Thursday, to discuss the 
recent problems, the crisis will continue to brew. 

Muslim Brotherhood: Watching for smoke 

M Jordan's Muslim Brotherhood have been meeting almost 
continuously since the Government amended the electoral law 
last Wednesday. The change, endorsed by His Majesty King 
Hussein, has detonated a political bomb inside the movement 
and its political front, the Islamic Action Front (IAF). Before 
the Government proposed the new law, the Brothers promised 
to boycott the November elections and take the Government to 
court for bypassing Parliament. But now they are finding that 
their threats were easier matte than carried out The rift inside 
the group is caused by the inability of the members to adopt a 
position that will safeguard its political winnings and keep it 
united. For the first time, the Brothers are talking about 
"hawks" and "doves" within their ranks. The hawks are calling 
for boycotting the elections, partly because of principles and 
partly because some of them have no chance of winning back 
their seats under the single vote system. The doves, on the other 
hand, prefer that the Brothers remain in the political game no 
matter the odds. They even talk about alliances with progres¬ 
sive and nationalist parties in the next elections to torpedo Gov¬ 
ernment attempts to ratify a possible peace treaty with IsraeL 
As one independent candidate puts it: The Brothers are meet¬ 
ing and every one is watching. Will it be white or black smoke 
coming out of the chimney? It will make a big difference." 

Difference, it will make in the next elections. If the Brothers 
dare boycott the elections, in spite of His Majesty King Huss¬ 
ein's appeal to them not to, then they may preserve their cher¬ 
ished unity, but they will be denied any role in Jordanian poli¬ 
tics for some time to come. But if they join, and there are those 
who believe the Brothers will still score well under the single 
vote, then they risk internal divisions but will continue to be a 
force to reckon with inside Parliament. 

The latest is that the Brothers will let the smoke blow on 
Thursday and every one will be watching. 

Five pillars of good journalism 

m One cannot help but notice that charting a new role for the 
Jordanian press is the axiom of the day. It started with Minister 
of Information Maan Abu Nuwar’s less than popular press code 
of honor, which the Jordan Press Association (JPA) brushed 
off. Then last week, Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam Majali 
invited Jordanian journalists to meet with him at Jordan Televi¬ 
sion The journalists wanted to talk about the electoral law, the 
peace process and other hot issues, but Dr Majali lectured the 
audience about information ethics, role of the press and the five 
pillars of enlightened press. This was followed by another 
speech by Minister Abu Nuwar in which he refined allegations 
that his ministry was turning into a despotic tool and raised 
aEa i n the issue of the code of honor as part of a new strategy 
for the Jordanian press. This means that the "debate" over the 
press code will continue and in that respect journalists and the 
Government are shouting at each other, but are they listening to 
each other? _ 
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The Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam Al Majali at a meeting, Sunday, with Jordanian, Arab and international press 
and media at the Jordan Television Station. 

Fares Al Nabulsi: 

'This Government has. 
no democratic inclinations' 


Fares Al Nabilsi is a for¬ 
mer Parliamentary dep¬ 
uty who represented 
Amman's Third District. 
Although he is against the 
latest Government amend¬ 
ments to the electoral law, 
he told The Star's Chief 
Editor Osama El Sherif 
that he will contest the 
elections as an indepen¬ 
dent deputy. Excerpts 
from the interview follow: 

What do yon think of the 
amended electoral law and 
bow do you feel about die 
manner in which it was made? 

According to the Constitution, 
temporary laws are issued in 
two cases; when it is absolutely 
necessary and when there is a 
financial matter that cannot be 
delayed. Since the term of the 
Lower House ends in 15 
November, the Government 
should have presented the law to 
Parliament even if it was in 
recess because it can reconvene 
at any mom ejii^ .,. , ,,,.^,,^ ispnmi? 

But what: ^ctu^lly.. -happened«, 
was that the Lower House was 
bypassed..in the whole history 
of Jordanian Parliaments, only 
one completed its fill! term. But 
Parliament was dissolved this 
time because of Government 
fear that deputies would have 
called for an extraordinary 
session. 

But yon had almost four 
years to discuss the previous 
election law, which was also a 
temporary law. Why didn't 
you? 

The previous election law was 
not a temporary law. It was 
enacted 22 years ago. In 1986 
two articles were amended; the 
one concerning the constituen¬ 
cies and the second, the number 
of deputies. Those two articles 
were presented to us for debate. 

I was in the 18-member Legal 
Committee and we all voted for 
the two amendments but we 
wished the then Government 
would present a new law to Par¬ 
liament, which it promised to 
do. 

But -when the Government 
stalled, why didn't you raise 
the issue formally? 

We were within our rights to 
demand that Government 
presents a draft election law. 
Forty-eight of us even signed a 
statement demanding that the 
age of the voter be reduced to 18 
and another 50 deputies signed 
another. statement demanding 
that Paragraph H of Article 18 
of the law concerning the politi¬ 
cal parties be cancelled. Still the 
Government did not respond. 

But still yon did nothing 
when Parliament was in ses- 
aon. Why? 

Because the Government was 
supposed to present a complete 
draft law and because the elec¬ 
tion law is one of the public lib¬ 
erties laws.... 

Don't yon agree then that by 
doing nothing until Parlia¬ 
ment went into recess earlier 
this year you had actually 
given Ute Government the 
opportunity to amend the law 
unilaterally? 

We did not expect the Govern¬ 
ment to present a temporary law 
and second, 65 deputies had 
signed an affidavit which we 
gave to the Speaker saying that 
if the Government 'does amend 
the law, we should ask the Exec¬ 
utive Branch to call for an 
extraordinary session. But then, 
the Government dissolved 
Parliament. 

So you agree that as depu¬ 


ties yon had missed a chance 
to preempt Government 
action by not catting for an 
extraordinary session when 
debate was going on about 

amending the law_everybody 

was talking about it since Dr 
Majah's Government was 
formed^. 

Honestly. I was in the United 
States then, but I left a statement 
with the Speaker that if the 
Bouse wanted an extraordinary 
session. I was for iL I think the 
Speaker assured the deputies 
that there was nothin g to worry 
about I think the deputies made 
a big mistake by not calling for 
an extraordinary session. 

So the dissolved Parliament 
is held partially responsible 
for what has happened? 

Yes. for not calling for an 
extraordinary session. 

What do yon have a gains t 
the single vote issue? 

I am against the single vote 
. befij^e it.,^, l fi,.t?mpqRry.;iaw 
and-ai my opinion that is against 
the Constitution. J am a lawyer 
and have investigated this law 
and.-not one country in the 
world has a similar law. They 
say there is one in Britain, but 
Britain is divided into 580 con¬ 
stituencies and each constitu¬ 
ency has one deputy. But here 
they imposed the single vote and 
kept the constituencies as they 
are. 

What are the side effects of 
tins system? 

In my opinion it will muster 
tribalism so that a deputy will 
not represent the nation but 
those [very narrow section] who 
elected him. This will create 
many divisions. 

So why the single vote 
system? 

I don't know. It is the Govern¬ 
ment that presented such a law 
and now the Government is tak¬ 
ing cover behind the bead of 
state. The Government made the 
law appear as if it is the prefer¬ 
ence of the King. His Majesty is 
above all this. He is with those 
who are in favor of the single 
vote and those who are against. 
The King belongs to all of us, to 
the Prime Minister as much as 
be belongs to any Jordanian 
citizen. 

hi spite of your reserration 
about the law, you are still 
running. Why? 

Because my friends and broth¬ 
ers insist that I do and because 
many people in my district want 
to elect deputies not ministers. I 
think there should be a separa¬ 
tion between the Executive and 
the Legislative branches. I have 
actually petitioned the Lower 
House to enact such a rule, but I 
only managed to gather II spon¬ 
sors. This would cement democ¬ 
racy in Jordan. I think that once 
a deputy becomes a minister he 
ceases to become a deputy. I am 
not belittling ministers, but there 
duties are different from those 
of deputies. I know that this is 
not the case in other countries, 
but I think we should do it in 
stages. Tins was one of the fac¬ 
tors that had weakened the last 
Parliament. But again the 11th 
Parliament achieved a lot and I 
think that the Higher Justice 
Court Law was one of the 
Mggest national 1 achievements in 
the past 20 years. The same 
applies to foe Defence, Parties 
and Press and Publication laws 
in spite of any shortcomings in 
these laws. 

Since yon are running along 
with other former deputies, 
how do you think the next 


parliament will look like? 

The single vote system will 
make things difficult. You have 
to know the number of candi¬ 
dates, their identity... 

So let's now focus on the 
Muslim Brotherhood, do yon 
believe they will participate? 

They will participate under the 
Islamic Action Front 

What are their chances 
under the new law and what 
are the chances of the other 
parties? 

The chances of the Muslim 
Brotherhood are very good 
because they are a 40-year-old 
party with popular support in the 
street As to the other parties, 
their chances are slim. 

None of the other parties has 
popular support you think? 

I believe the progressive par¬ 
ties, if they unite and support 
their candidates, may be able to 
grab some seats, but if they 
regaiq r disunited, tbfy f yfill„nc|t,, 

: haveia chance. /»-.-*• 

Your constituency is unique 
because of the uniqueness of 
its candidates and electorate. 
How will the next campaign be 
fought in the Third 
Constituency? 

My colleagues, Taher Al 
Masri. Lartfa Shbeilat, Mansour 
Murad and Fakhri Kawar are all 
running. The rest I don't know 
about. I expect the elections to 
be heated, more than the 1989 
[elections]. I only hope that the 
electorate will eject those who 
can represent them [in the 
House]. 

You had some outstanding 
moments in the last Parlia¬ 
ment and you were alone in 
standing up to some legisla¬ 
tions, looking back bow do 
you fed? 

I have made my positions 
clear on every stand I had taken; 

J withheld confidence, gave it 
and then abstained. As to my 
position chi certain laws and 
since I was a member of the 
Legal Committee for four years, 

I only adhered to my campaign 
promises. I supported the public 
liberties laws always and it is 
not true that in the last year I 
was recruited by the Muslim 
Brotherhood. Yes I went into 
alliance with them when they 
defended the Pnblic Liberties 
Law, but I differed with them 
when it came to ban alcohol 
because I did not think that alco¬ 
hol was the main problem feeing 
our country then. Naturally I 
was attacked in mosques 
because of my opposition. And 
then there was the Education 
Law and the case of mixed 
schooling and I fought against 
the Muslim Brotherhood and 
made it clear to them that they 
did not see the whole dimen¬ 
sions of this issue, that only 30 
kilometers away from Amman, 
the Ministry of Education could 
not build segregated schools, the 
same applies to banking and 
interests. I explained to them 
that no fund will function if we 
ban interest on loans and credits. 

_ It is said that the next Par¬ 
liament will have its own 
peace agenda, that it is being 
groomed to endorse a peace 
treaty. How WED yon deal with 
this issue if it was presented? 

Let me ask you in return. Do 
you think the I lth Parliament j 
was against peace? 1 

But the 11th Parliament was 
not asked to ratify a peace 
treaty, the next Parliament 
might- 

My opinion of the peace pro- 



Fares Al Nabilsi 

cess is known. I am not against 
peace, but not this peace. I am 
for peace that is based on inter¬ 
national legality and resolutions 
242 and 338 which means Israeli 
withdrawal from Palestinian 
lands including Jerusalem. But 
this peace does not preclude 
wjto.djaw»l.. 1 frwn Palestinian 
lands oofrom Jerusalem so I«m.- 
against it But I am not tike'the 
Muslim Brothers who demand 
withdrawal from the sea to the 
river. I am for those rights which 
have been agreed upon by the 
whole world since 1967. But I 
agree that this peace process is 
here and will continue....there is 
nothing in it [peace process] that 
is in our fevor. But opposition 
[within Parliament] is an option. 
Even in Israel there is 
opposition. 

Coming back to the alpha¬ 
bets of Jordanian democracy. 


Year after year ... Jordan is still being pun¬ 
ished! 

M The issue of UN inspection of Aqaba-bound ships continues ro 
take its toll on the economy of Jordan. These days less than five 
ships a day call on the port of Aqaba while before the Gulf war the 
average was 13 to 14 vessels. Most shippers have been avoiding 
the Aqaba destination because of the UN-inspection team's harass¬ 
ment in the Straits of Tiran. Last week, attempts were made by the 
US Embassy to have a UN inspection frigate accompany Italian 
Express to Aqaba to have the vessel inspected—the search at sea 
was deemed impossible. The Jordanians, however, returned their 
request The ship eventually docked in Suez reshifting its load and 
coming back to Aqaba. Economists agree that the single most 
damaging factor to the Jordanian economy had been the blockade 
on Iraq and Jordan. The economy however continues a forward 
march in defiance! 

JEDCO continues its export led advance! 

JV Jordan Export Development and Commercial Centres Corpora¬ 
tion (JEDCO; is implementing a scheme to develop the traditional 
sector as part of a comprehensive project to boost Jordanian non- 
craditional export markets. This Export Market Development pro¬ 
ject draws its funds from the World Bank under a grant from Swit¬ 
zerland. Pan of the project is a trade mission to Europe between 
24 August and 7 September. The mission will include Jordanian 
participation in a specialized European exhibition for marketing 
traditional products. Entitled "Scenes dlnterieur", this exhibition 
is an international interior design event set for 3-7 September at 
the Parc des Expositions of Paris Nord Villepinte. Now in its sixth 
year, the show is an important meeting place for designers and 
professionals. 

Aqaba hosts the Sudanese Shipping Lines 
conference 

M A conference has been held in Aqaba for worldwide agents rep¬ 
resenting the Sudanese shipping lines between 24-26 August. TG 
Ghargour and Fils, the organizers chose Aqaba to emphasize the 
strategic and regional role of the Port and to emphasize the special 
relations between Jordan and Sudan. Since 1979 the Sudanese Lin¬ 
ers Company has restarted its services to Aqaba thus loading Aqa¬ 
ba-Bound cargo from call-ports on their routes to Jordan. This has 
helped Jordan a great deal for the Sudanese, operating a fleet of 10 
vessels, charge very competitive shipping rates and Aqaba is their 
first port of call 

The closed doors to indebtedness! 

tf Demand for credit facilities has been intensified by the recent 
limitations on obtaining credit, in the banking sector. It is pushing 
customers away from smaller banks to other institutions with 
bigger credit facilities. The Centra] Bank's policy restricts credit to 
90 percent of the bank's total deposit accounts. Many banks have 
suppressed their credit limits prompting a Central Bank warning 
while some banks have been calling back their loans from custom¬ 
ers to release funds for new credit facilities. Capping credit ac¬ 
counts in Jordan is seeked by the Central Bank in agreement with 
the guidelines worked out with die International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in order to keep inflation in check by not overheating the 
economy in the short term. Negative influences come from toe fact 
that credit would not feed new and prosperous projects and is in¬ 
stead made available to conventional and traditional customers and 
industries. 


which yoa helped set np since 
you. .participated in Jbe 1989 
elections nod-thertrials that 
this democracy had faced like 
the Gnlf war and the peace 
process. How do yoa evaluate 
our democracy so far? Are we 
still on the right track? 

I think we were on the right 
track until this Government was 
formed because since then the 
democratic process was halted. 
This Government has no demo¬ 
cratic inclinations and the proof 
is that it had dissolved Parlia¬ 
ment, passed a temporary law 
and even appointments are made 


according to wninu*. 

Even the press is being muz¬ 
zled, why? This Government 
came as a temporary one to 
oversee elections. But it is not 
acting as a temporary or a transi¬ 
tional Government They are 
here to stay. 

So you will have axes to 
grind with this Government 
once Parliament convenes? 

Yes. 


Will yon 
confidence? 

Yes, 1 wilL ■ 


withhold 


Employment Advertisement 

SMS is seeking employees for the following positions : 
-ENGINEERS- 

a. Imaging Radiology & X-ray engineers 

b. Personal Computer & Peripherals Engineers 

c. Laboratory Equipment Engineers 
Qualifications 

a. B.Sc. or higher degree in either computers, 
electrical or biomedical engineering 

b. Excellent command of the english language 

c. Three years experience 

d. Access to a car is preferable 

--SECRETARIES- 

a. Executive secretary 

- University degree in Business Administration 

- Excellent command of the english language 

- Shorthand 

- At least three years experience 

b. Secretary 

- Diploma from a reputable institute for secretarial 
science 

- Good command of the english and arabic 
languages 

- Two years experience in a similar position 

-SALES PEOPLE- 

a. Educational equipment sales personnel 

b. Laboratory equipment sales engineers 

c. Personal Computers & Peripherals sales engineers 
Qualifications 

a. B.Sc. or higher degree in either engineering or 
science 

b. Excellent command of the english language 

c. Three years experience 

d. Access to a car is preferable 

Please call us at 624907 or send vour CV to P.O.Box 1387 Amman. 

srnmsMBHCAiSimBCO. ■ 


624907 
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Our Say... 


PLO's next move 

THE TIMING of the PLO's internal crisis could not have been worse. Grappling 
with political and economic troubles, the Palestinian organization is facing tough de¬ 
cisions and has recently been plagued by Executive Committee resignations, mount¬ 
ing criticism over undemocratic decision-making and of political challenges. 

The timing is critical because the crisis comes on the eve of the 11 th round of 
Arab-Israeli negotiations, when the United States is said to be ready to push the in¬ 
terlocutors into bilateral agreements. Of concern of course is the Palestinian track, 
where Israel and the PLO appear to be ready to put the final touches on a plan by 
which Israel will evict its forces from Jericho and Gaza allowing the PLO to set up 
the first Palestinian government in history. 

Although the details of this so-called option are still sketchy with many grey areas, 
the fact that the PLO and Israel had negotiated this proposal directly and without 
prior consultations with Arab partners, namely Jordan, leaves much to be desired. 
From a Jordanian point of view, the Palestinians are masters of their own destiny and 
they are the sole party responsible for any agreement with the Israelis that concerns 
the fate of the Occupied Territories and the future of the Palestinian people. 

But on the other hand, the PLO cannot afford to detach itself from the rest of the 
negotiating teams—not at this stage of the peace talks. 

In fact, the current crisis within the rank and file of the PLO makes the Palestinian 
organization more vulnerable than before. It is now, more than ever before, that the 
Palestinians need to coordinate their moves with the rest of the Arab parties in order 
to cushion US and Israeli pressures pressed into service against them in the form of 
side dealings and secret negotiations. 

All things considered, the Palestinian leadership must not now allow the current 
crisis to persist for long in order to safeguard its internal solidarity and to remain the 
symbol of Palestinian unity both inside and outside the Occupied Territories. To do 
this, the PLO leadership will have to heed calls for the convening of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) in order to present it with these latest options and proposals. 
The recent spate of resignations should remind the Palestinian leadership that democ¬ 
racy must prevail if the historic resolutions that it is preparing itself to make are to be 
both legal and binding to the Palestinians. 

In addition, the collapse of Palestinian institutions like the Palestine National Fund 
and other organizations can only be saved if the Palestinians everywhere become in¬ 
volved in the decision-making process. 

As much as the vision of a liberated Palestinian soil is tempting and absorbing, re¬ 
alizing the life struggle of millions of Palestinians, the next move the PLO decide to 
take with regard to the negotiations will determine the cdiirse.bf the Palestinian cause 
for many years to come. ■ 



Iraqi ambassadors defect 


Two veteran Iraqis ambassadors , Hamad Alwan Al Jibouri (left) and Hisham Ibrahim 
Al Shawi defected to Britain, Tuesday, to join the opposition to the Iraqi regime, Al 
Shawi, a former justice minister and a previous ambassador to Ca n ada and Al Jibouri 
ambassador to Tunisia declared that they will fight the regime at a press conference, Mr 
Shawi, 62, who had also served as Iraqi ambassador to London, said that the Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment "admits no mistake and feels no responsibiUty..M takes no advice...it is persis¬ 
tent in its perversity and deep-rooted in its arrogance. ” 
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Voting and the 

ideal candidates 


By Kbairi Janbek 

NOW THAT the electoral law 
has been constitutionally 
amended, one hopes that the 
composition of our future Parlia¬ 
ment would be more representa¬ 
tive of the Jordanian people and 
devoid of counterproductive 
political blocs. Inertia will be 
replaced hopefully by continu¬ 
ous momentum, and the vote of 
the individual will prevail over 
the mass produce hearding pro¬ 
cess. 1 suppose, one can still 
manage to express one's own 
opinion, before being dragged 
into making an oath iwala) the 
professional medical style under 
the new journalistic code of 
honor. 

In the meantime, the potential 
candidates of our Parliament 
must be pressed, preparing their 
private portfolios and public 
agendas to fight what has come 
to be coined by the mass media 
as the great Jordanian wedding 
party. There is nothing more 
ludicrous than the usage of 
terms by the mass media that 
inform the Jordanian citizen in a 
patronizing manner as if he/she 
is a juvenile or mentally inca¬ 
pacitated. The nation is prepar¬ 
ing for democratic elections, not 
for a wedding party or a carni¬ 
val. Parliamentary elections in 
democratic countries are serious 
events that determine the future 
of such nations, consequently, 
they cannot be taken as a game 
for the bored or entertainment 
events. What the mass media 
needs is not a code of conduct, 
but a code of education. It is 
hoped that such events will be 
called by their proper names in 
the future; for a rose by any 
other name, does not smell just 
as sweet 

But what about the character¬ 
istics of the ideal candidate for 



the next elections? Hiat is of 
course excluding individuals 
committed to political party dis¬ 
ciplines, not for their incapabili¬ 
ties or otherwise, but rather 
because my concern is with the 
independent competitors. With¬ 
out any doubt, such a person is 
rooted in our society and very 
much aware of the problems and 
aspirations of the Jordanian peo¬ 
ple. He cannot accept peace with 
Israel, realizing the nature of 
Zionism, its expansionism, and 
its maligned cancerous growth 
in the heart of the Arab world. 
Such a candidate cannot accept 
the intolerable oppression of our 
Palestinian, Lebanese, and Syr¬ 
ian brothers without betraying 
the Arab Occupied Territories 
and deceiving the people be/she 
represents. It is the desire of Jor¬ 
danians to liberate the whole of 
Palestine from the river to die 
sea, but it is the responsibility of 
their future candidate to inform 
them about the regional and 
international realities that pre¬ 


vent war for the sake of war, and 
begetting destruction for the 
sake of destruction and catas¬ 
trophes. Hie task of the parlia¬ 
mentary representative, is to 
shape, lead, and respond to pub¬ 
lic opinion rather than indulge in 
demagogy, empty slogans, and 
cheap deceit. 

The state of the economy and 
economic issues have been the 
Achilles heal of all foe unini¬ 
tiated deputies of the previous 
Parliament Our ideal representa¬ 
tive cannot be expected to be 
"jack of all trades" because such 
people usually end up as "mas¬ 
ters of none." It is very impor¬ 
tant for a deputy to have a 
research cadre that helps our 
candi date in all matters going 
beyond common sense decisions 
which can be taken by any 
rational person. For the science 
of economics, which Cells people 
why things do not work, can be 
an issue of esoteric nature for 
people untrained in its technical 
details. If there are no resources 


available for our ideal candidate 
to employ an advisory, team, 
then it is far more honorable to 
claim ignorance and wait for 
feed-back rather than pontificate 
on questions that one totally 
lacks any knowledge about. 

The question of regionalism is 
a very important one. Just as a 
part can never be larger than the 
whole, one region of the country 
cannot be given more impor¬ 
tance than the rest The demands 
that are regularly made by our 
ideal candidates for the various 
regions must always take 
account of the resources availa¬ 
ble to the whole cotmny. as well 
as the realistic possibilities of 
implementing the various plans 
they suggest But it- is equally 
important to emphasize tire feet 
that ail our citizens are equal 
under the law, have tire same 
duties and obligations - and 
deserve foe same quality of 
extended services and facilities 
to every comer of our country in 
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Khairi Janbek, a Jordanian 
historian, is a regular contrib¬ 
utor to The Star. 
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Jakarata and Kula Lumper: 




By MGG Pillai 

Star Asia corespondent 

WHEN INDONESIAN Presi¬ 
dent Suharto called on Malay¬ 
sian Prime Minister Dato' Seri 
Mahathir Mohammed last 
month, on what was officially 
described as a working visit, it 
was to attempt, once again, to 
bridge titie seemingly frost)' per¬ 
sonal relations between tbe two. 
They were both shy and 
reserved, embarrassed with 
small talk, bolding decided 
views which contradicted one 
another. The presumption in 
Kuala Lumpur that Indonesia 
behaves like an elder brother, 
and in Jakarta that Malaysia was 
getting too big for her boots, did 
not help. 

Besides, the new generation of 
officials and politicians in both 
countries ignored or misunder¬ 
stood foe fundamental historical 
relations that existed between 
them. The meeting, the fifth in 
12 years, on the resort island of 
Pulau Langkawi, 300 kins north 
of Kuala Lumper, resolved some 
of these issues. That the two 
men quickly discussed the prob¬ 
lems at hand, putting away their 
personal differences, and creat¬ 
ing a positive atmosphere for 
future meetings. Both countries 
are moderate and Islamic. Both 
are also actively involved in 
establishing links with the 
Newly Independent Islamic 
Countries of Central Asia, now 
only tenuously linked to Russia. 

they also discussed regional 
issues of common concern, chief 
amongst which was United 
States President Bill Clinton’s 
unexpected invitation for a sum¬ 
mit of beads of government for 
the APEC(Asian Pacific Eastern 
Countries) ministerial meeting 
in Seattle, USA in November. 
Dato’ Seri Mahathir will not 
attend. Similarly President 
Suharto would like to, but not if 
it creates a problem within 
ASEAN, whose members are 
Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Indonesia, Brunei and Indone¬ 
sia. The ASEAN foreign minis¬ 
ters meeting in Singapore last 
month reached no consensus but 
it now appears that Malaysia, 
Indonesia and, possibly, Brunei 
would not attend foe summit. 

President Clinton urged Presi¬ 
dent Suharto, when they met in 
Tokyo after the G-7 Summit, to 
attend the Seattle meeting, and 



persuade Dato’ Seri Mahathir to 
attend. But the Malaysian oppo¬ 
sition is too strong. The Indone¬ 
sians understood that, and had 
their own reservations. President 
Suharto felt APEC should not 
develop at ASEAN’s expense, 
and appeared to favor the East 
Asian Economic Caucus 
(EAEC). Both countries 
objected to plans to turn APEC 
into a forum for trade negotia¬ 


foUowed Dato’ Seri Mahathir's 
inept initial handling of it at the 
start But ASEAN's acceptance, 
in both capitals, removed one 
stumbling block. APEC's 
behind-the-scenes attempt to 
hijack itself into an organisation 
that almost none seems to want 
gives EAEC a new lease of life. 
Resident Suharto is more dis¬ 
posed towards it now than Dato’ 
Seri Mahathir is. At the ASEAN 


sion would consider territorial 
claims along their unmarked bor¬ 
ders off Borneo. Tbe selling of 
Malaysia’ Prbton motorcars was 
raised, with Malaysia offering to 
assemble foe cars in Indonesia, 
as were .Indonesian-made planes 
to Malaysia. Contested issues 
were discussed frankly. The visit 
sets the pace for less. friction, 
said an Indonesian official at the. 
talks. 


They were both shy and reserved, embarrassed 
with small talk, holding decided Views which 
contradicted one another. The presumption in 
Kuala Lumpur that Indonesia behaves like an 
elder brother, and in Jakarta that Malaysia was 
getting too big for her boots, did, not help. 


tions, as Australia and the 
United States wanted. Indeed, 
apart from Singapore, where foe 
APEC secretariat is, no Asian 
country takes a keen interest in 
iL Raising APECs profile now, 
they agreed, was counter pro¬ 
ductive. 

The Indonesian hostility to 
Malaysia's proposal for EAEC 


foreign ministers meeting in - Sin¬ 
gapore, it was made an append¬ 
age to foe ASEAN economic 
ministers meeting. 

The two men approved several 
bilateral projects, and committed 
to foe northern economic growth 
triangle of northern Sumatra, 
northern Malaysia and southern 
Thailand. A bilateral ebramis- 


' Much :was- made of foe- nidi' 
.mentajy local organisation, and 
observers read too much into the 
lapses. The visit was'for the two 1 
. men to, .spend as jnucfr time > 
together as possible; ^JeVoid' of 
protocol^ that Was acEeved. Tbe 
man. who got foem togefoerio 
Pulau Langkawi is lha Darn: 
, Zanmddin r foe former Malaysian; 


finance minister and the present - 
jtop economic adviser to the gov¬ 
ernment. The private diplomacy 
that enabled the meeting to take - 
place almost ran into trouble is 
foe early stages, especially when . 
die two foreign ministers were in 
the dark about foe rumors of a 
possible meeting. They were .. 
quickly brought into foe picture 
as a result. j 

One. unfortunate incident 0 
could have been prevented- The 
finance minister, Dato’ Seri 
Anwar Ibrahim; turned up unex- “ 
pectedly by executive jet after - -- 
midnight, one night for a break¬ 
fast meeting with President 
Suharto, arranged by Indonesian 
intermediaries. He wanted a high 
public profile of his'ability W- 
deal with foreign leaders. Part'd/ 
his unannounced plan was todis^.- 
piace the deputy prime minister, . 
Abdul Ghatar Baba, in- foe party b . 
elections in November. His two; .rv 
rivals -for the vice-presidency—- - 
Agricultural Minister Dato 1 Seri.. 
Sanusi Junid and Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Dato Abdullah Abroad. 
Badawi—were involved- in the 
talks, and he could not resist '» 
upstaging them. The prime min¬ 
ister was said to be furious. _ " J : 

The two countries don't see 
eye to eye on too many issues, 
but the larger framework : •of' : - 
bilateral: and regional. relations , 
remain unscarred. ASEAN was 
fonnerf'in T967'to' ensure'that". 
Malaysia arid Indonesia. woald 7 r 
never'go to war-again. Tbey— - 
like France and Germany in the ; - 
European •; Community-^—py* 
foe: bedrock on. which ASEAN . : 
prospered. .. 

'President Suharto's fears of ; 
ASEAN dividing into Malay andV- 
non-Malay ' nations coincides •• • 
with Data: Seri Mahathir's fears V 
of ASEAN being sidelined/ by“ 
other regional organisations, 
which ensures that its growth. 

. Both realise that ASEAN would ' *■ 
not be what it is without -their-': 
active participation. Although- ft- 
is never admitted, Kuala Lumpur.. -. 
and Jakarta continue to set the 
-pace-fonr.-ASEAhFs' directions.- /” 
That: ha& been found wanting. 
.occasionally.during foe past IZ-. . 
years, hot ihe. latest Tittering in 
Lm^kawi ;«ts foe, framework.. 
.-for consort in' foe. yearij-ahoad. ■ 
That was whai the meeting in r . 
PuhLiangkawi- all about -Any : 
bfoer agreements- reached^ adds/ 
fotbatB.''" ' 
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Syria: 


A signpost to a complex past 


■ By Charles Vinding 

WHAT COUNTRY was 
described not long ago as the 
world's richest resources in 
terms of the number, variety and 
scientific interest of its archaeo¬ 
logical remains? 

What country has two cities 
which vie for the title of the old¬ 
est continuously inhabited city 
of the world? Where is the 
supreme example' of medieval 
castles, one of the great build¬ 
ings of all times? 

What country has some 780 
'dead dries' abandoned for 13 
centuries, one of the oldest sur¬ 
viving mosques and a Roman 
theatre more spectacularly and 
authentically preserved than vir¬ 
tually any other? 

The answers to all these ques¬ 
tions is Syria. In an unusual new 
hook. Monuments of Syria: An 
Historical Guide, author Ross 
Bums calls it 'a living museum.' 
"Egypt may outclass Syria in its 
spectacular efflorescence at sev¬ 
eral periods", Bums says in 
Monuments of Syria, "but Syria 
has preserved a rich sample of 
all the major cross-currents from 
Early Bronze-Age to the 20th 
century's) Turkist period." 

Take just one example, a port 
not particularly famous and rat¬ 
ing only one star in Burns's 
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Druze Fez with coin pendants 


three-star system: Latalda. 

"It was a Phoenician village 
nearly a millenni um before 
Christ but fell to the Assyrians 
and then the Persians," Bums 
writes. 

In 333 BC, Alexander the 
Great took it... It became a 
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Detail of a dress with cross-stitch embroidery 
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Is everything really 
back to normal? 


By Vesna Masharqa 
Special to The Star 

THE PALESTINIAN camp Sha- 
tila in West Beirut is the only 
place in the city which is care- 
^ fully protected from the eye of 
the media. 

The four thousand square 
meter camp ins only two 
entrances under the control of 
the Syrians; beyond these points 
visitors must have military 
passes. 

"We do not allow journalists 
in because the people get 
offended by their cameras, ques¬ 
tions and curiosities," said one 
of the Syrian guards to the 
reporters prohibited from enter¬ 
ing. He said residents cannot 
tolerate foreigners, and "may go 
violent, threatening the security 
of the reporters," and effecting 
the stability in the camp. 

Meanwhile, an editor of a 
weekly magazine who ran an 
article on the situation in Sha- 
' tila, couple of months ago, said 
that he was threatened for "falsi¬ 
fying reality and creating an 
uproar over the official state¬ 
ment that reconstruction is being 
terminated and that life was 
returning to normal." 

The majority of.Sbatila resi¬ 
dents art witnesses to the most 
atrocious massacres modem his¬ 
tory recorded, while the older 
inhabitants are survivors of the 
Dar Yasin bloodshed of 1948- 
Their stories tell that their lives 
have returned to anything but 
normal. _ , 

Since 1982, only 200 out of 
V2000 houses have been recon¬ 
structed and are fit for living, 
according to official sources. As 
specified by the law enacted by 
the military authorities, recon¬ 
struction was only allowed to 
residents who were granted a 
licence. 

The camp suffers from sani¬ 
tary inconveniences, open sew¬ 
age system, lack of medical and 
social services, and P° verI ^ 
on the rise, especially among tne 
martyrs’families. 

"The permission for erecting 
1 and repairing damaged housing 
were granted only to those who 
had houses situated by the edge 
of the camp," said Um All, who 
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Life in Shattia 

was forced to move out of Sha- 
tiJa with her husband, a cancer 
victim, and seven children. Like 
60 other families, they found 
shelter in the ruins of the Gaza 
Hospital in the Sabra camp. 
They survive in a small, damp 
and musty one-bedroom-flat that 
has no sun light or electricity; a 
gasoline lamp the only source of 
light. One tap with an open 
drainage system supplies water 
for 24 families while growing 
piles of rubbish are the cause of 
spreading disease. 

The building is rundown and 
slowly dilapidating making life 
hazardous for inhabitants. The 
children play in staircases which 
are falling apart. 

"My husband is fatally ill, I 
cannot afford medicine or a visit 
to the doctor," said Um All, but 
she hopes to give her seven chil¬ 
dren a better life. 

"I hope to get permission to 
build the smallest room in this 
world on the place where our 
bouse was in Shatila and '0 pro¬ 
tect my children from contract¬ 
ing diseases and unhealthy liv¬ 
ing conditions." she said. 

Unlike Um Ali. Um Mohamad 
was lucky enough to stay in her 
bouse with her husband and four 
children. One small room, the 
only remnant of her home, now 
in mins, is a paradox of life; it 
houses her family while it serves 
35 a graveyard for her two sons. 
After her first son was killed in 
the massacre 1982, she was 
forced to bury him in her 
destroyed home since the ceme¬ 
tery in the mosque was over¬ 


piled and it was impossible to 
take the body outside the camp. 
Her second son perished in the 
Camp Wars of 1985, and found 
his place next to his brother. 

Probably, most fortunate peo¬ 
ple in the camp are die ones of 
the 200 reconstructed bouses. 
They are the pride of the author¬ 
ities as they are the only exam¬ 
ple of a return to normalcy while 
the rest wait their turns. 

"The majority of us rebuilt our 
houses with the financial help 
provided by the Palestinians liv¬ 
ing in the [Gulf] states," 
explained Abu Hassan who has 
12 family members. 

IBs youngest daughter goes to 
the kindergarten in the camp, 
being one of 70 children who 
enjoy such a privilege. Mean¬ 
while 600 other children can 
only hope for the same 
privilege. 

The Shatila residents never 
lose hope and prospect for a bet¬ 
ter future. As an old woman 
said: "They keep destroying and 
we keep building. That’s all we 
can do." 

Asked about the secret of their 
inevitable impulse for survival, 
she answered, smiling through 
the deep wrinkles of her face: 
"In Islam it is fatally dangerous 
to loll or harass cats, as theix 
spirit can either make you mad 
or destroy you. In Shatila. we 
have Um Mahmood who lost all 
her family. She takes care of the 
camps' cats and shelters more 
than 400 cats in her room. I 
believe in what she is doing. 
This is our secret." ■ 
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major town of the Seleucid 
Kingdom." Romans ruled it, and 
"Mark Anthony, whose eventual 
relationship with Cleopatra sent 
him storming up and down this 
coast, won its temporary sup¬ 
port," Latakia "is mentioned in 
the New Testament: St Peter vis¬ 
ited it with 
his followers 
and found it 
an agreeable 
place for a 
resL" 

And so on 
through pos¬ 
session by 
such famed 
rulers as 
Zenobia, Jus¬ 
tinian and 
Saladin, cap¬ 
ture by Byz¬ 
antines. 

Turks, Cru¬ 
saders, 
Ottomans. 

This sort of 
history, civil¬ 
isation upon 
ancient civili¬ 
sation, over- 
lies the 
whole of 


Syria. It is a tale of bewildering 
complexity which has left 
remains of incomparable 
richness. 

"In this living museum, some 
sort of handbook is needed.” 
Bums rightly says. 

His object is "to guide the vis¬ 
itor through the layers of his¬ 
tory, to link the sites to the 
deeds of men such as Alexander 
or Saladin, and to convey the 


Bums is an Australian archeolo¬ 
gist, historian and former Aus¬ 
tralian ambassador to Syria. He 
lived in Syria for years, and on 
tbe evidence of his book is nor 
only a map-maker of admirable 
clarity but a skilled 
photographer. 

Tbe task he tackles is enor¬ 
mous. Syria has been inhabited 
for at least 10,000 years, but 
more importantly it "lies within 
the crescent that has seen most 
of the great breakthroughs in 
agricultural, economic and 
social life that propelled the key 
historical changes of the past six 
millennia." 

Not only that, but because of 
its key geographic position, 
"possession of Syria was essen¬ 
tia] to any power that wished to 
control the arteries of history." 
Thus tbe seemingly endless pro¬ 
cession of conquerors. 

The difficult is to make this 
teeming past not only compre¬ 
hensible but useful to travellers 
today. 

Burns begin with a concise, 
clear and often fascinating 
sketch of Syria's intricate his¬ 
tory. Next he outlines the devel¬ 
opment of architectural forms, 
beginning 5,000 years ago with 
the Bronze Age. 

But this takes only 26 pages. 
Thereafter comes the heart and 
purpose of his book—a gazet¬ 
teer of virtually every monu¬ 
ment and archaeological site in 
Syria. 


Syria has been inhabited for at least 
10,000years, but moire importantly it 
"lies within the crescent dipt lids seen 
most of the great breakthroughs in 
agricultural, economic add social life 


fact that these are not just pretty 
stones but remarkable signposts 
to a complex past. 

"That is wbar I aim to do, to 
make history come alive through 
the monuments of Syria.” 

A tafl order. Tbe remarkable 
thing is that he achieves h so 
well 

Certainly he is well qualified. 


It is no dry list Arranged 
alphabetically. Bums gives each 
site's historic period, rates it on 
Ms own star system, gives its 
precise location and bow to 
reach it 

Then follows die site's history. 
And then, suitably prepared, foe 
reader is taken on a step-by-step 
tour through foe site ranging 


from the famed Khan A1 Sabun. 
which is rightly considered as 
one of foe greatest examples of 
Mameluke architecture in 
Aleppo. 

For 198 closely-packed pages. 
Bums relentlessly tours castles 
and suqs, cities and churches, 
mosques and caravanserais. He 
explores foe world's greatest- 
wealth of Byzantine remains and 
a city called Ebb which disap¬ 
peared from history in 1450 BC. 
He even notes the "sophisticated 
plumbing" of Mari's 275-room 
palace built in the third millen¬ 
nium BC. 

He is particularly good on 
buildings like foe "supreme" 
medieval casde. the Crusaders' 
Karak des Chevaliers, or Bosra’s 
superbly preserved Roman thea¬ 
tre, or the Umar's mosque, "the 
sole surviving mosque from the 
earliest days of Islam which has 
preserved its original form." 
(Bosra also has tbe remains of a 
huge Christian cathedra] dedi¬ 
cated only 512 years after 
Christ's birth.) 

Monuments of Syria is not a 
book to be read cover to cover 
It is for (tipping into, like an 
encyclopedia, or for carrying as 
a guidebook when visiting tbe 
sites 

It is massively detailed and 
wholly exhaustive. Bums lays 
out 10 walking tours Damas cus, 
seven of Aleppo and ou tline 25 
other itineraries throughout the 
country. But he never forgets foe 
human touch and foe odd bit of 
helpful advice. 

For example, take his warning 
about Ugarit, "probably the first 
great international port in his¬ 
tory," with stone-built structures 
3,400 years old. 

"If you are there in spring 
when the wildflowers give the 
scene a patina of colour," Bums 
warns, "watch out of foe vipers 
that take on the hues of the mot¬ 
tled stone." 

Academic File 

Charles Vinding writes fre¬ 
quently on the arts, history 
and architecture from 
London. 
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Middle East beat 

by Khani Janbek 


■ The assassination 
. attempt on Mr Hassan A1 
Alfi the Egyptian minister 
of Interior, highlights the 
ineffectual methods used 
by the Egyptian authorities 
in order to stem terrorism 
in the country. The trial of 
the various Islamists 
accused of acts of violence 
against the state and 
against individuals, indi¬ 
cates the Egyptian author¬ 
ity's determination not to 
surrender to the extortion 
of such groups. However, 

it is equally important to realise that the terrorist groups 
are equally determined to reach their objectives regardless 
of the measures of suppression employed by tire state. 
Egypt as it seems, has reached a stage in which a choice 
has to be made; either a new phase of accommodation 
with the reformist Islamic movement in order to isolate the 
extremist tendencies, or pursue the same methods and the 
same policies, taking risk of the increase in the level of 
violence and counter violence. If the status quo remains it 
can only mean that the Egyptian authorities believe that 
they can never beat the terrorist groups inside the country 
such as Jihad, that claimed the attempt on the life of Mr AI 
Alfi. More groups are likely to emerge in foe future to 
claim a stake in the cycle of violence, and so the best 
achievement for the Egyptian State, would be to bring 
down the level of violence to a level which the ordinary 
citizens of Egypt can get accustomed to. and able to live 
with, naturally. 


A 


■ For the Sudan, the long overdue and much expected 
decision of the US state department to include the country 
on its' terrorist exporting and training list has finally hap¬ 
pened. The decision was not a surprise, neither to the 
Sudanese authorities, nor to most observers in the region. 
It is worthwhile to note, that out of the seven countries on 
the list of terrorism, five are Islamic countries. Excluding 
Cuba and North Korea, Syria, Libya, Iran, Iraq, and now 
the Sudan are now all tainted with the same American 
brush of civilisation. More importantly, what does the 
American decision mean in practical terms? The answer 
would be not much. For a start, the Sudan does not import 
modem technology from the United States, and any 
embargo in this field is not likely to hurt the Sudan in any 
way. As for any other forms of embargo the result is still 
minimal for the USA has veiy little trade with the country 
anyway. All basic humanitarian aid will still continue to 
flow into the Sudan unaffected, while the loans of the 
World Bank even if vetoed by the US government will not 
change anything, for the Sudan is not very likely to qualify 
in any case. The American move is nothing more than a 
public relations exercise in order to please certain quarters 
in the region which may accuse America of lack of con¬ 
cern and total disinterest. 


-sBy Abby.Jmi • - 

Manila 

BELATEDLY, THE Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) is to 
begin funding population pro- 
I grains in foe continent that is foe 
most densely populated and has 
the fastest growth rate. Asia has 
three billion of foe world's over 
four billion people. The Bank 
warns it will reach 33 billion at 
the turn of the century. 

The Manila-based ADB began 
taking a look at population pro¬ 
grams some 25 years after foe 
World Bank did. Its chief econo¬ 
mist, Satish Jha, explained that 
it was a matter of priorities. 
"Which comes first—economic 
development, roads and bridges 
or schools?" he asked. Jha 
announced that population was 
now high on the ADB agenda. 

The Bank had been emphasiz¬ 
ing infrastructure development 
and only recently has it focused 
on tbe "soft sector" that has no 
viable economic return, like 
health and pollution. 

Senior economist Ernesto Per- 
nia sai± "It is only recently that 
the Bank realized that invest¬ 
ment in human resources is a 
very important economic 
factor." 

In the past population funding 
by the Bank was tucked in only 
as part of health programs. The 
first direct financing for popula¬ 
tion was a $7.1 million loan for 
Papua New Guinea last April 
Other requests are from Paki¬ 
stan, Vietnam, and Bangladesh. 
Bank officials say loans will go 
towards paying for 
contraceptives. 

Bank President Kimimasa 
Tarumizu, at a population sym¬ 
posium in July, urged member 
countries to form ulate "popula¬ 
tion-influenced" rather than 
"population accommodating" 
policies. 

Governments and interna¬ 
tional agencies usually approach 
the problem by building new 
schools, water supplies, and 
expanding health services to 
accommodate more people, he 
noted, adding: "The supply 
almost never meets foe demand 
and the gap continues to widen. 
It seems obvious therefore that 
the equilibrium could be more 
easily achieved if more attention 
were paid to both demand and 
supply." 

Tbe Bank held a symposium 
to orient its officials on two 
issues: that population growth 
affects economic development 
and destroys foe environment. 

A paper said carbon dioxide 
emissions from fossil feels are 
projected to nearly double by foe 
year 2000 and to increase 
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The battle for 
birth control in Asia 
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between seven-and 20-fold by 
foe year 2050. Total emissions 
(Le. emissions from fossil feels 
and deforestation) are expected 
to triple in the next 50 years. 

One study shows that a 
decline in population growth 
could reduce fossil fuel emis¬ 
sions by nine percent by the 
year 2050 and emissions from 
deforestation by about six per¬ 
cent oyer the next 35 years. 

Rapid urbanization has dra¬ 
matically degenerated air quality 
in many Asian cities. For exam¬ 
ple, foe paper said in 1987-90, 
annual mean, concentration of 
suspended particulate matter io 
the air was 412 micrograms per 
cubic meter in Beijing, 496 in 
Lalmre, and 244 in Bangkok, 
against 61 in Toronto and 54 in 
Osaka. 

Annual mean concentration of 
sulphur dioxide in the atmos¬ 
phere has been increasing by a 
phenomenal 23.9 percent annu¬ 



ally in Delhi. At this rate, Delhi 
will soon have foe roost polluted 
air of any city in the world. 

The Bank points out that eco¬ 
nomic programs in foe so-called 
tiger economies of East Asia 
have been accompanied by suc¬ 
cessful population programs. 
Current population growth rates 
in Asia remain at around two 
percent annually, although con¬ 
siderably variations exist 
between individual countries and 
sub-regions- 

China has reduced its growth 
rate, but Pakistan is still high at 
3.1 percent and Bangladesh at 
2.4 percent. Sri Lanka is down 
to 1.3 percent and parts of India 
to 1.9 percent. In Southeast 
Asia, only Thailand has a rare 
lower than average. 

The ADB will be treading on 
some land mines as it begins 
funding population programs. As 
it was unveiling the new policy, 
foe host government of the Phi- 


Source: United Nations 


lippines was embroiled in con¬ 
troversy with foe Roman Catho¬ 
lic church over birth control 

policy. 

In Asia's only Christian coun¬ 
try foe government of President 
Fidel Ramos and the Church 
practically declared war on each 
other. In an effort to rein-in the 
Philippines runaway growth rate 
of 2.5 percent, Ramos told health 
workers to resign if they could 
not carry out government’s pol¬ 
icy of encouraging artificial birth 
control. 

Ramos said in his state of the 
nation address in July: "This rate 
of growth impairs our capability 
to improve our quality of life. It 
strains both our natural environ¬ 
ment and our resources for pro¬ 
viding jobs, health and other 
social services." 

The Church, which accepts 
only natural methods of birth 
control, declared "the battle line 
is drawn," and urged Filipinos to 


defy the government It offered 
legal aid to those who might be 
dismissed. 

Bishop Jesus Varela, bead of 
tbe Episcopal Commission of 
Family Life, said: "Tbe Church 
has never lost in a battle. It was 
President Ramos who declared 
war not us. We are men of 
peace, we do not want war, but 
do not run away from a good 
fight." 

At the heart of foe controversy 
is whether the Church has the 
right to dictate which methods to 
use. The government says tbe 
Church stand is ’obsolete’ and 
urges the clergy to recognise the 
couple's rights to choose the 
family planning method. 

Health Secretary Juan Flavier 
has challenged the Church to set 
up national birth control clinics 
throughout the country. He said 
"there were no takers so we're 
going to do it the way we think 
is the right way. Name any sta¬ 
tistics, we're in trouble." 

The Bank is likely to stay out 
of these internal debates where 
religion could be a factor, as in 
Pakistan, It will stay out, too, of 
China’s controversial one-child 
policy, considered coercive by 
many. 

Economist Jha says that since 
China is successful in its policy, 
it is unlikely to ask for ADB aid. 
If it does, he admitted, "it will be 
difficult for the Bank." M 
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Queen Noor 
celebrates 42nd 
Birthday 

• Her Majesty Queen Noor celebrated her 
42nd birthday last Monday, 23 August Jor¬ 
danians extended their greetings to Her Ma¬ 
jesty and wished her many happy returns. 
Through supporting the foundations, espe¬ 
cially the Noor A1 Hussein Foundation, Her 
Majesty directed the activities of these insti¬ 
tutions towards a better society and a higher 
standard of living. 



East and West meet at 
crossroads of modernism 
and traditionalism 


By Mary Denis 

Special to The Star 

THE SPIRIT of Jordan, with 
Jive music, dance and songs 
came to life on stage this week 
in a strong and colorful music 
production entitled 'Crescent 
Night'. 

Under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor A1 Huss¬ 
ein, the shows were presented 
by the Noor Al Hussein Founda¬ 
tion, as part of the Theatre-in- 
Education Programme, which 
was started on 24 and will con¬ 
tinue until 28 August at the 
RCC at S pm. 

Fourteen dancers, including 
two professional singers/actors, 
performed on stage in what took 
them two months of intensive 
work under the supervision of a 
professional theatre production 
team. The result? An excellent 
show piece of team work. 

Several themes run in parallel 
throush the lively show - joy of 
celebration of the feast, rewards 
of harvesting and the thrill of 
horse riding. Human issues, 
local and universal, are insepara¬ 
ble in the show, and are pre¬ 
sented as one universal subject - 
humanity. 

"The themes are linked 
together by a dialogue." says 
Rania Qamhawi, choreogra¬ 
pher and the production instruc¬ 
tor. "It is a continuous flow of 
thoughts captured by move¬ 
ment/' she explains. 

The most important aspect of 
the "Crescent Night" production, 
besides its clear cut humanitar¬ 
ian address to the audience, is its 
visual and audible "illustration 
of the traditional spirit of Jordan 
through dance and music," 
points out Qamhawi. 

Rania points out that her cho¬ 
reographic script combines tra¬ 
ditional and modem trends in 
dancing. Having just returned 
from the US after attending the 
International Choreographers 
Workshop at the American 
Dance Festival in June, Qam¬ 
hawi feels that she has a better 
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understanding of American 
dancing . "I tried to use in this 
production what I have learnt 
there," she stressed . 

Her 14 dancers, aged 12-17, 
are ballet-trained girls, while 
drama and acting is the boys' 
only experience. The youngsters 
"surprisingly enough could not 
straightaway relate to a tradi¬ 
tional form of dancing," says 
Rania Qamhawi. "Perhaps, 
young people nowadays are too 
much exposed to pop culture?" 
she wonders. 

"We did not know about folk¬ 
lore when we started. It was a 
learning experience for 
says Younis Atallah, a 15 
old student of the New 
English School. Gbassan Tuf- 
faha, 16 year old student, agrees 
with his friend, "it was hard at 
the beginning of training, but I 
am glad 1 learnt more about ray 
own culture. 

For Rana Imam, aged 15, and 
Halima Mango, aged 12, it was 
an enjoyable learning experi¬ 
ence as well, they say. 

Music is an integral part of the 
production. Five musicians, 
aged 10-21, play Arabic instru- 
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ments in the show. Four of them 
are students of the National 
Music Conservatory. 

The modem issues of the 
show are addressed with the 
accompaniment of modem Ara¬ 
bic music by Lebanese com¬ 
poser Murice Khalifeh. 

Rania Qamhawi believes that 
combining traditional move¬ 
ments in dance with modem 
techniques of choreography can 
really present more' powerfully'; 
and convincingly expressive 
ideas. "I wanted to revive the 
spirit of Jordanian dancing not 
just through employing tradi¬ 
tional steps, but by popularizing 
folklore dancing," she says. 

"Crescent Night" is one of a 
series of productions produced 
by the Noor A1 Hussein- 
financed Theatre-in-Education. 
This program started its activi¬ 
ties in 1987 and produced sev¬ 
eral plays for young people and 
children, says producer and 
director of the program Lina Al 
Tal. Among these are the musi¬ 
cal 'Wizard of Oz\ and Time 
Impressions', which deals with 
the past and present of Arab 
culture. 


She successfully applies her 
knowledge and a vast experi¬ 
ence in the field of drama in the 
local theatre productions. "We 
produce plays with specific 
objectives in mind," stresses Al 
Tal. "They deal with social and 
moral issues, as well as Arabic 
culture." 

Nowadays, educationalists in 
Jordan are quite aware of the 
benefit^ of implementing drama 
.’.'at schools as part of education. 
"Drama is a strong educational 
tool," she comments. "In many 
schools now, drama is part of 
the curriculum," confirms Al 
TaL 

Another important aspect of 
the Theatre-in-Education, as Al 
Tal puts it, is to "spread cultural 
awareness in the country." 

Commenting on the "Crescent 
Night," Lina Al Tal Observes 
that the show, although it offers 
entertainment, is a deep and 
serious reflection on vital world 
topics — children. "We would 
like to present it as a reminder to 
everybody that the lucky ones 
must not forget the plight of the 
less fortunate ones." ■ 



Elemental 

Tears For 


A FEW TOM beats pan the 
stereo Held opening the title 
track. Elemental. while in the 
background crispy, somewhat 
random, synth bells play. Low 
octave guitar chops start 
pumping a groovy chord and 
then comes a svnih line fol¬ 
lowed by gentle, yet present 
.strings signalling an entrance 
for Roland Orzabal's strong 
and deep voice. After a few 
seconds of shattering vocals, a 
gaxn-y drum plays to the 
rhythms of a IJ2-type back¬ 
ground line. Such is the com¬ 
plexity. and simplicity of 
Tears For Fears' music. Com¬ 
plex. because if you read their 
lyrics before listening to the 
songs, you'd certainly never 



expect the outcome to be as 
they perform it; deeply realized 
ideas are voiced through layers 
of unorthodox music. Simple, 
because when you hear any of 
their songs, you almost at once 
identify the presence and feel it 
has without worrying too much 
about detail. 

The single. Break II Down 
Again , is a more typical Tears 
for Fears song than most songs 
on this album. It starts with a 
marsh-type snare roll on top of 
synthesized strings, followed 
afterwards by orchestra stabs 
which rhythmically play paral¬ 
lel to the drums, but then the 
song descends to a more basic 
structure of arpeggiared synth 
lines and a thick guitar chord. 

It also features child¬ 
ish-! nfluenced sing¬ 
ing, which somehow 
sounds more devel¬ 
oped and fulfilling 
than it could have 
been if done by other 
bands. 

If you want to open 
the door way to heav¬ 
en, listen to the 
fourth track, Mr Pes¬ 
simist, which sons 
with a human voice- 
synthesized instru¬ 



ment play¬ 
ing against 
piano chords 
that evolve 
to introduce 
more varia¬ 
tions. The 
chords stop 
to allow 
guitar and 
synth effects 
to enhance 
the dreamy 
mood this 
song has. A 
fretless bass slices in notes to 
even sooth the listener more. 
What has to be an incredible lis¬ 
tening experience is a Fish Out 
Of Water. Whacky synth lines 
steer the mood behind choppy 
guitar chords and beautiful drum 
touches. Thai same choppy gui¬ 
tar makes a space of silence and 
Fills it with one big chord, shift¬ 
ing the mood with the help of 
drums. It's an endless excitement 
to listen to this track, because, 
tike all the rest of the cracks, va¬ 
riety is an important ingredient 
in Tears For Fears 1 music. 

Two lines of lyrics, "Giants on 
armistice day. caught between 
the rock and the renegade" make 
up the seventh track on the al¬ 
bum. Although it has a repeal- 


Al Jeel Al Jadeed 
Club to celebrate 
King's 40th 
Accession to the 
Throne 


Under the 
patronage of 
HM Queen 
Noor, Al 
Jeel Al 
Jadeed (the 
New’ Gener¬ 
ation Club), 
founded in 
1950. will 
celebrate 
the 40th 
anniversary 
of HM 
King Huss¬ 
ein’s acces¬ 
sion to the 
throne. 

A total of 
160 young 
male and 
female 
dancers will 
perform a 
number of 
group, duet, 
and solo 
dances to 
the back¬ 
ground of a 
real-life size 
Circassian 
village on 

the premises of the club, near 
the seventh circle, in Amman 
this Thursday. 

This show, entitled The Eter¬ 
nal Torch, comes as an expres¬ 
sion of the participants and the 
Circassian community’s appreci¬ 
ation for the country and the 
Hashemite leadership, which 
brought stability, prosperity and 
democracy to the people of 
Jordan. 

The dances vary from combat- 
style to dancing tableaus. The 
combat-style dances tell the 
story of the Circassians fighting 
against the Russian invaders to 
their homeland, while the danc¬ 
ing tableaus depict the peasant 
life-style, the Circassian have 
always led, including youth fes¬ 
tivities and sportive competi¬ 
tions, social relations between 
young lovers and romantic 




rivalry, community gatherings 
that explain the social and cultu¬ 
ral fabric of the Circassians. “ ; 

The accompanying music is 
based on traditional Circassian 
tunes, performed by young musi¬ 
cians who are making die best 
use of all the most up- to-date 
electronic and computerized 
music equipment available in 
town. 

Al Jeel Folklore Troupe has 
made its name well known, rep¬ 
resenting Jordan, in international 
arenas. They have participated, 
so far, in international foDdorc 
festivals in Carthage in Tunisia, 
Island of Rhodes, France, the US 
and Caucasia. • ^ M.-. 

The club activities, which run 
for a whole week, include a 
book exhibition, traditional food 
and a round table discussion of 
current affairs. ■ 


ing, simple chord movement, 
it is enhanced by a lot of syn¬ 
thesized effects and tunes. 
Suffice it to say, after this 
rundown of the album, no¬ 
body does it better in pop mu¬ 
sic than Tears For Fears. Ar¬ 
tistic ideas realized through 
expressive and symbolic lyr¬ 
ics, and then further enhanced 
by the presence of music, that 
will keep you wondering how 
the hell they made it, is the 
making up of this band 
That's not to say that it will 
appeal to a few, actually I 
think this album, more than 
any other I know, appeals to 
all kinds of people. ■ 

Haitham Ibrahim 



« An exhibition featuring Swiss ^atdhes wasopened bySecre- 
tary General of the Trade and Industry Ministry, Mr Marwaa 

T^axWbitiSfeatnred such famous brandnames in the watch 
world such as Rotary, Saint Honor* and M. WatebjMondiam, 
with Mahaba Foundation being the only agents in Jordan 


ARIES (21 March-. 

19 April): A dub 
meeting could - be 
iray- helpfhL. You 
also : / might.get. 

'inspired.: Don'i. .take ; 
off, even if you fed i ' 

.-like it..': V/J.-v- - ••• 

TAURUS <20 _ 

APRIL-20 MAY):. 

This week could ; .be 
slow.: .. Take-.: good 
notes and- go. over - - 
them; A good/time.;, 
for club meetings. - 

GEMINI (21 May- 

21 June): You may. 
be tempted logo on ; 
a filed trip . Make” 
sure ail your chores' >. 
are handled-. • ..first- "•. 

There will be a quiz:. 

Ks.on.inaierid.you V 
should already 
know . 

CANCER (22 June- • 

22 July): Dont 

worry about money. , . 

Use what you’re learning to find another way to earn it Take a.^ 
drive or contact a distant loved one if you feel blue.. 

LEO (23 july-22 August): If. you're in a financial pinch, fix-^ 
romebtmgfnstead of buying ueW. Get a techie friend to help if yqu^ 
don't know how,. ; _ .. - ..... . ... . 

VIRGO (23 August-22 September): Concentrate on a. difficult.,,^ 
task and don't be bummedif .you don't master it yet. The week-wiH 
be much more fun, especially if you playJwfth. a partner, / %$£ 

LIBRA <23 Septen*er-23:Pctofaer): Romance should gp-w^ll ^ 
with an intellectual type. If ybu don't have a steady, sign upipr h ^ 
class/Onerask may seem almost beyond comprehension. .V 
; SCORPIO (^ Octbber-2i;Noveinber)^Give your, attention? 
domestic concerns. You may be able id-'finally settle a disagree^ v; 
meat. A good weekfor romance. 74 .*'• - ..-'.Sr/i? 

SAGnTAjtIUSj22 November-21 ^December):: Tackle; - 
snbjedt'lfou maty be able itf memorize along list ofmeapingless 95 
i jay* You may ftavetodeal with a domestic problem:. \ ?} 

CAPRICORN <22 December^ January): You have to boy >- 
books -or computer-accessories, If .so, it might be difficult'to spend £ 

*W ■ vV-.;‘ ,'Y •••• 

AQUARIUS (20 January-18 February}? Take on your .most-*; 
. cb aUengrag project. You may be able to find a teal bargain if yon ii 
shop real carefuflyJHgura.euLvhere your-life is going. J V". 
PISCES (19Febniary-20 March): You may feel pressured to; 1 ) 
finish paper warier Ks afiassle, but you'll sorely feel better oaefi# 
it's done. . vV ■ :• 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


La flamme eternelle 

• Cent soixante jeunes danseurs et danseuses du club Al-Jeel Al-Jadeed 
("Nowell* generation ") participent a un grand festival Circassian, apartir dujeudi 
26. "Flamme eternelle" est le tare du spectacle. Une manierepour la communaute 
circassienne du Royaume d'exprimer sa gratitude au souverain hachemite a 
1'occasion de Vanniversoure de son accession au trine. 

Dans un decor reconstituant un village traditionnel, les douses mettent en scene 
les lattes entre les Circassiens et VEmpire russe a la fin du siecle dernier. Les dif¬ 
ferents tableaux prisentent aussi les traditions sociales et culturelles de ce peuple 
vettu du Caucase. La musique sera uUerpretee par de jeunes musiciens marumt 
avec audace les melodies folkloriques avec les demibres innovations electroniques 
et informatiaues. 

Ce festival se tient toute une semaine au club Al-Jeel Al-Jadeed, pres du 7eme 
cercle. En plus du spectacle de danse, des expositions de tivres, de dessins, une deg¬ 
ustation de plats typiques, et des tables rondes sur des sujets contempormns font de 
cette manifestation, patronnie par la reine No or, un evenement a ne pas manquer. 
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Mode de scrutin, 
i'amendement aTamende 

Apres des mois d'incertitude, le Roi a decide de modifier la loi electorate. 'Une personne = une voix" est maintenant la regie. 

Cet amendement dechaine les critiques. Explications. 


L*ETE POLITIQUE jordamen 
est chaud, trEs chaud. Avec, en 
tojie de fond, un feuilleton aux 
multiples rebondissements, 
mfifne si le suspense est quelque 
peu retombE cette semaine. La 
distribution de cette production 
locale est diverse, la vedette 
Etant laissEe k la loi Electorate. 
Depuis des mois, elie fait 
Tactualite. Une interrogation se 
trouvait sur toutes les lEvres: 
amendement ou pas? Et dans 
quelles proportions? Dii c6te 
gQUvememental, un leitmotiv re- 
vqnait de plus en plus: "une per¬ 
son ne, une voix”. Le suffrage 
£ dninominal est devenu le cheval 
de balaille des uns, I'ennemi k 
aSattre des autres. Les avis par- 
talgEs ont fitfi... dEpartagfis cette 
semaine par un amendement 
tamporaire ratifiE par le (pi 
Hussein et annoncE, mardi soir, 
dans un discours telEvisE. 

Le suffrage plurinominal a 
done laissE la place k un suf¬ 
frage uninominal k un tour. 
Mats cette mesure est loin de 
faire l'unanimitfi dans le monde " 
politique. DEs 1’annonce par le 
Premier ministre, le docteur Ab- 
deJ-Salam Majali, de son inten¬ 
tion de modifier la loi Electorate 
de 1986, nombreux sont ceux 
qui ont manifest^ Ieur mEcon- 
tentement. Parmi les opposants 
les plus virulents k la voix 
unique se trouvent en bonne 
place l'Association des litres 
musulmans et son organe poli¬ 
tique le Front de Taction isla- 
mique. 

Les partis politiques de 
gauche et nationalistes-arabes 



Pour la premikre fois, le 8 novembre prochain, les Jordaniens glisseront dans Vume un 
bulletin portant un nom unique. 


s'opposent aussi au changement 
du mode de scrutin. A la veiHe 
du discours royal annongant 
l'ad option de I'amendement, 
seize partis politiques, sur un 
nombre total de vingt, se sont 
prononcEs contre une telle modi¬ 
fication de la loi Electorate. 

Pourquoi une si large opposi¬ 
tion? Hani Hourani, directs ur 


du Centre d'Etudes "Al-Urdun 
Al-Jadid" (La Joidanie nou- 
veDe), propose sa propre analyse 
en commengant par la maniEre 
contestable et contests dont 
I'amendement a Ete adopts. "Le 
texte aurait dfl 6tre discute au 
sein d'une session parlemen- 
taire", s'exclame Hani Hourani. 
"Pour permettre k un dEbat de 


sinstaller et pour que les reprfi- 
sentants Elus en 1989 votent, 
pour ou contre cet amen de¬ 
ment". Au lieu de cela, le Parle- 
ment a 6t£ dissous au dEbut du 
mois, supprimant ainsi toute 
chance de dEbat et de vote. Une 
m&hode peu apprEciEe par les 
partis politiques jordaniens et de 
nombreux dEpotEs. 


La modification est Egalemeot 
jugEe trap limitEe. "Le change¬ 
ment de suffrage ne suffit pas k 
rendre ]a loi Electorate Equita¬ 
ble", affirme Hani Hourani. "Cet 
amendement est substantiel. D 
modifie k peine une loi que tout 
le monde jugeait retrograde et 
voulait changer aprfes les Elec¬ 
tions de 1989”. La procedure 
Electorate fait, en effet, Vobjet de 
multiples critiques. 

Plusieurs points sont dEnoncEs 
par les forces politiques: 1'Sge 
minimum de I’filecteur et du can¬ 
didal, le dEcoupage des circon- 
scriptions, le nombre de deputes 
et la place accord£e aux minori- 
t£s ethniques. Ainsi, alors que la 
majorite est acquise k 18 ans, il 
faut atrendre 19 ans pour voter et 
30 ans pour se presenter aux 
Elections legislatives. La delimi¬ 
tation des vingt circonscriptions 
□e tient nullement compte des 
donnEes dEmographiques, d'oh 
une inegalitE de representation 
avec rejection de settlement 80 
deputes.. Enifin, la loi Electorate^ 
assure auxf'difetiens, Circassians; 7 
Chichens et bedouins respective- 
ment neuf, deux, un et six 
siEges. Un privilege coutestE au 
nom du prindpe de regalite en¬ 
tre tous les Jordaniens sans dis¬ 
tinction de sexe, de religion, 
d'origine ethnique ou rEgionale. 

Mais, aujourdTud, les mem- 
bres du Front de l'action isla- 
mique critiquent suit out le 
changement de scrutin en soi. 
Contrairement k ce que le pou- 
voir affirme, "I'amendement de 
la loi Electorate vise k diminuer 
le poids des forces politiques or- 


ganisEes au sein du nouveau 
parlement”, affirme le direcleur 
de Al-Urdun Al-Jadid. Le Front 
Etant, et de loin, la seule force 
politique organisEe du pays, i! 
est logique quit sort le plus op- 
posE au nouveau suffrage. 

Lors des Elections de 1989, les 
candidats FrEres musulmans 
avaient largement profite du suf¬ 
frage plurinominal- Dans cct- 
taines circonscriptions, les Elec- 
teurs bEnEficiaient de neuf voix. 
D’oD une probabilite plus impor- 
tante d'Elire des candidats d'un 
mfirne couranL Avec le nouveau 
mode de scrutin, chaque Electeur 
n'aura qu'une seule et unique 
voix E offirir k un seul candidaL.. 

En cas d’affinites avec telle ou 
telle formation, TElecteur accor- 
dera peut-Stre sou prEcieux bul¬ 
letin en fonction d'un critEre par¬ 
tisan. Mais, si la politique le 
dEpasse, son choix se portera 
sdrement sur un candidat appart- 
enant k sa famille Elargie. sa tri- 
bu. Les deux critEres de vote 
n'Etapt pas incpmjpatibles. Les 
'forces politiques Etant pour la 
plupart faibles, divisEes et dEsor- 
ganisEes, on peut dEjE entrevoir 
une consEquence : le tout nou¬ 
veau retour des partis politiques 
sur la scEne jordanienne risque 
d'ftne doublE par le systEme tri¬ 
bal qui domine dEjE les codes de 
la sociEte . "Un pas en arriEre", 
pour certains observateurs de la 
vie politique jordanienne. 

"Gr3ce k cet amendement, le 
gouvernement veut assurer 
l'Election d'un conseil des dEpu- 
tes oh une majorite confortable 
lui sera acquise et ou 


1'opposition sera peu genanie". 
explique Hani Hourani. Nean- 
moins, le Front de Taction isla- 
mique. s'il decide de ne pas bov- 
cotter les elections, devrait 
malgre tom remp^Ttcr un nom¬ 
bre consequent de sieges. Enrre 
seize et vingt de ses represen- 
tants sont capables U'arriver en 
tete. et done d'etre elus au Parlc- 
menL 

Selon les estimations de Hani 
Hourani, le parti Ahd arrivera en 
deuxiErae position. Le courant 
conservateur, grace au facteur 
tribal, devrait voir son nombre 
de reprEsentants augmenter et 
pourrait bien par la suite 
s'interesser de plus pres a cer¬ 
tains partis politiques. Quant a 
la gauche, "si elle decide de 
s'unir et de ne prEsenter qu’un 
candidat par circonscription. elle 
peut obtenir jusqu’i douze dEpu- 
tes. Sinon. elle ne bEneficiera 
que d'une representation sym- 
bolique", estime le politologue. 

. Les autres courants (nationa- 
listes-arabes, liberauxl pourront 
gagner quelques siEges en tirant 
parti du systeme et en presentonr 
des candidats issus de families 
influ ernes. 

Le calme semble maintenant 
revenu sur la scEne politique jor¬ 
danienne aprEs quelques se- 
maines de tempete. Mais ii reste 
plus de trois mois avant le jour J 
des Elections. Suffisamment de 
temps pour permettre d'auires 
rebondissements. ■ 

Michele Rieux 


Jordanie 


Express 


I ADIEU - Philippe Cardi¬ 
nal, I'attache culturel. 
scicntifique ct de coopera¬ 
tion technique de 
I'Ambassade de France, 
quitte la Jordanie apres 
trois ans passes a ce poste. 
Le Jourdain sou ha it c la 
hienvenue a sa rem- 
plagante, Agnes Roniatet- 
i Espagne. Le nouvel atta¬ 
che prendra ses functions 
a partir du ler septemhre. 

RAIL - Lc Premier tnini- 
stre Majali souhaitc la cre¬ 
ation de liaisons ferrnvi- 
a ires entre les principales 
viiles du Royaume. 
Chaque annee. les acci¬ 
dents de la route cuutcnt 
100 millions de dinars au 
pays. Le devcloppcment 
des transports en cummun 
est done une prioritc pour 
le gouvemenienL 

AIDE - Lc Japon, partc- 
naire actif des negocia- 
tions de paix multilate- 
rales, a determine trots 
domaines privilegics pour 
aider lc Royaume: le des- 
salement de I'cau, lc tou- 
risme et la protection dc 
I’environncment, Des ex¬ 
perts nippons se sont ren- 
dus a plusieurs reprises 
dans le pay's pour mettre 
sur pieds des projets con- 
crets dans ces domaines. 

CRISE - L'arret de I’aide 
financiers venu des pays 
du Golfe met en difficulty 
le Centre de soins regional 
pour les femmes aveuglcs, 
a Amman. Sculs I'Arabie 
saoudite et le Bahrein con- 
tinuent de verser des 
fonds, mais cette aide est 
insuffisante. Uue marche 
sera organisee le 30 sep- 
tembre pour attirer 
I'attention du public ct re- 
colter des fonds. 


Table ronde 


L'economie jordanienne 

passee au crible 

Conservatisme bancaire, mnnobilisme du gouvernement, bureaucratie envahissante, opacite des informations: les tares du 
systeme ont 6t6 evoquees sans concession lors d'un debat k l'initiative du bimensuel "Economic Perspectives". 

cct fiirile de Denser aue Au cours de cette table ronde, Les tesuhats de I'enquEte vont L'enquEte d'"Economic Per- ressEes oar cette initiative!". Ex- ble, non pas le programme 


^IL EST facile de penser que 
tout va pour le mieux en Jorda¬ 
nie, mais derriEre les apparenc- 
es, le climat Economique n'est 
pas bon", affirme Ryad Khouri, 
direcleur du bimensuel "Eci> 
nomic Perspectives". A l'appui 
de ce discours, les r£ponses d'un 
questionnaire distribuE dans les 
milieux d'affaires. En dix ques¬ 
tions, les freins au dEveloppe- 
ment Economique du Royaume 
sont ainsi pointEs du doigt sans 
concession. 

Par la modes tie de son Echan- 
tillon (une trentaine de rEpons - 
es\ cette enqu&te n'a pas de pre- 
teuiion scientifique. mais elle a 
servi de base k une discussion a 
batons roropus entre cinq experts 
de TEconomie jordanienne: Mus¬ 
tafa Hamameh, direcleur du 
Centre d'Etudes strategiques a 
lUniversitE de Jordanie, Doug¬ 
las Neumann, premier secretaire 
ic I'Ambassade des Etats-Unis. 
lean-Pierre Pierard. conseiUer 
■conomique k la Delfigation de 
a Commission des communau- 
k s europEennes, Nidal Sukhtian, 
omme d'affaires.directeur gEir- 
ral du groupe SuKhtian et Ousa- 
,a Ghannoum, direcleur gEnEral 
j World Trade Center k Am- 
J an. 


Au cours de cette table ronde, 
les intervenants sont tombEs le 
plus souvent d'accord pour dE- 
noncer les archa&mes du 
systEme en place. Premi&re 
cible: les banques. Leur conser¬ 
vatisme fait obstacle k la cr£a- 
tion d'entreprises. Sans capitaux 
de dEj»rt, il est impossible 
d'obtenir des crEdits, particu- 
liErement depuis ces deux der- 
niers mois. Co mine le rEsume 
Ousama Ghannoum: "Lorsque 
vous allez dans une banque pour 
obtenir des crEdits, vous devez 
d’abord leur prouver que vous 
n’avez pas besom d'argent!". 

Cette attitude est un obstacle, 
par exeraple, pour les rapabiEs 
du Koweit, “Beaucoup sont ties 
compEtems et pleins cfidEes, 
mais ils ont beaucoup de diffi- 
cultes E trouver des capitaux. Us 
doivent alors trouver des parte- 
naires locaux", affirme Ousama 
Ghannoum. Plus gEnEralement, 
Nidal Sukhtian ressent une atti¬ 
tude de mefiance du secteur pub¬ 
lic k I'encontre du prive; "Dans 
le passE, le gouvernement Etitit 
I'ennemi des homines d'affaires. 
Nous en payons encore les con- 
sEquences et encore aujouidliui, 
ce ne sont pas les tneilleurs 
amis". 


Les rEsuItats de I'enquEte vont 
dans le mfime sens. Une Ecra- 
santc majorite (90%) estime que 
le gouvernement ne fait pas as- 
sez pour dEiEguler et libEraliser 
TEconomie. Au ban des accusEs: 
les lourdeurs bureaucratiques de 
Tadmini strati on. Selon Ousama 
Ghannoum, le prince Hassan est, 
par exemple, favorable k la 
transformation d'Aqaba en zone 
ftanche depuis dix ans, sans 
parvemr k le concrEtiser E cause 
de I'inunobilisme et du manque 


^i^ Sukhtian lance 
la 

ym^^^biccident 

doti stopper son aide 
^^ancierea la 
’ . r - -Jordanie] ” 


de coordination des services de 
TEtaL Pourtant, la multiplication 
des zones tranches, lieux 
d'expErimentation chine poli¬ 
tique plus libErale, semble Stre 
la solution pour contoumer un 
appareil lEgislatif et lEglemen- 
taire dfipassE. 


L'enquEte d'"Economic Per¬ 
spectives" montre aussi le me- 
contentement des milieux 
d'affaires k l'Egard de Taction du 
Pariement 70% des personnes 
interrogEes estiment que les dEp- 
utes ne soutiennent pas suffisam¬ 
ment le secteur privE. "Le para- 
doxe avec le dermer pariement, 
e'est qull Etait encore plus con¬ 
servateur que le gouvernement 
lui-mSrae", s'exclame Mustafa 
Hamameh. En Tabsence d'un 
lobby organisE et d’un nombre 
infime dc dEputes issu des mi¬ 
lieux Economiques, les hommes 
d'affaires se sentern une nouvelle 
foisl&Es. 

Pour briser ce systeme, Nidal 
Sukhtian lance un pavE dans la 
mare: "UOccident doit stopper 
son aide financiers & la Jordanie! 
Cela ne fitit que renforcer 
Tinefficadte de la bureaucratie. 
Si il y a une aide, elle doit alter 
aux forces productives du mar . 
chE, au secteur privE". Pour 
Jean-Pierre Pierard, la solution 
n'est pas aussi simple: "La Com- 
munautE earopEenne a mis en 
place un programme d'aide au 
secteur privE dans les pays raEdi- 
terranEens. Malbeureusement, ce 
sont les entzeprises jordamennes 
qui sont parues les mo ins int£- 


ressEes par cette initiative!". Ex¬ 
plication: une circulation des in¬ 
formations insuffisante et un 
manque de coordination. Pour 
Tendre ]'aide EtrangEre plus effi- 
cace, Tutilisation des Organisa¬ 
tions non gouveraementales fait 
1'unaiuinite. 

Nidal Sukhtian, comme la ma- 
joritE des hommes d'affaires in- 
terrogEs, est vigoureusement op- 
posE I une taxe sur les ventes 
(sale tax) en discussion depuis 
des mois: "C'est retiier des capi¬ 
taux du manchE pour financer un 
^ysteme improductif, 

T administration". Jean-Pi erre 
Pierard est plus nuancE. Selon 
lui, tout dEpendra de la mise en 
oeuvre de la loi. Mais, aucun des 
participants de cette rEunion ne 
s'avise de eritiquer la politique 
du Fond monEtaire international 
(FMI), a 1'origine de cette me¬ 
sure, 

Cest une des grandes surprises 
de I'enquete menEe par Ryad 
Khouri: 67% approuvenr le pro¬ 
gramme d’ajustement stiucturel 
du FML "La erfiation de taxes 
scandaleuses sur les ordinateurs 
et les journaux n'a rien & voir 
avec le programme du FML 
C'est Tapplication du plan par le 
gouvernement qui est critiqua- 


ble, non pas le programme lui- 
m&me", ajoute Nidal Sukhtian. 

A lissue de quatre heures 
d'une discussion animEe, les 
participants de cette premiEre 
table ronde sont tombEs 
d'accord sur une liste de propo¬ 
sitions: amElioration des rap¬ 
ports entre les secteurs publics 
et privEs, transparence et part- 
age des informations, privatisa¬ 
tion de petites entitEs et rEduc- 
tion des dEpenses publiques 
(comme le prone le FMl). 

MSme si Taccent a EtE mis 
sur les tares du systEme, les 
participants n'ont pas omis les 
aspects positifs de TEconomie 
jordanienne: base idEale pour 
rayonner sur le Moyen-Onent 
et rEservoir de cerveaux unique 
dans Ja rEgion. La prochaine 
rEunion de ce type se tiendra 
dans deux mois. Avant de clore 
cette premiEre Edition, Nidal 
Sukhtian a lancE, en son n °ra 
propre, une demi&re proposi¬ 
tion iconoclaste: "Changer le 
nom du mimstEre du Planning 
ou carrEment le supprimer. tant 
son action n'a rien k voir avec 
son intitulE!". DEcidemejit, 

I'administration n'a pas la cote 
dans les affaires. V 

Horent Chevolleau 


Sante 

Tabac hors la loi 

La SociEtE anti-tabac jordanienne organise, vendredi, 
Ja premiere marche contre la cigarette du Royaume. 
But: faire appJiquer la loi. 

LA JORDANIE est veritableraent le royaume beni des fu- 
meurs. Part out. la cigarette est admise. Une liberte contre la- 
quelle se bat la Societe anti-tabac jordanienne depuis des an- 
nees. Ce combat meconnu va prendre une dimension 
nouvelle, cette semaine, avec ('organisation d'une marche au 
depart du Centre d'arts Haya, vendredi 27 a 9 heures. 

Car, si la coutume oblige les non-fuincurs a supporter la fu- 
mEe en tous lieux. ils ont pourtant la loi de leur cote. Un texte 
de 1977, complete d'un decret royal, a banni la cigarette des 
tous les lieux publics et des transports en commun. Un decret 
de mars dernier est meme venu renforcer ce dispositlf. Des 
vreux pieux restes jusqu’ici lettre morte. 

"Le but de cette marche est d'abord d’attirer I'attention du 
gouvernement pour que soit appliquee la loi". affirme Ic capi- 
taine Walid Nazal, organisateur de la manifestation et mem- 
bre du comite de direction de la Societe anti-tabac. Slogan: 
"Pour un air sain et propre en Jordanie". La princessc Haya 
Bint AJ Hussein sera dans les rangs des marcheurs. Une pre¬ 
sence precieuse. 

"J'ai rencontre la princesse Haya lors d'un vol en avion que 
je commandais. Je'lui ai parle de mon engagement comme 
non-fumeur et elle a tout de suite cte enthousiasmee par l'idee 
d'une telle manifestation. Sa presence est un grand honneur", 
expliqne le capitaine Walid Nazal. Royal Jordanian est 
d'aOJeurs sponsor de la marche au cote de la Housing Bank et 
de Coca Cola. 

Le prix du ticket pour participer a cette marche est mod- 
ique: 1DJ. D donne droit de plus u un t-shirt, une casquette et 
a l'entree au Club orthodoxe ou se derouleront a I'arrivee de 
nombre uses attractions: orchestre militaire. groupe folklo- 
rique et concert du chanteur Omar AbdallaL Sur le parcours, 
les boissons seront gratuites pour les defenseurs de I'air pur. 
Les tickets sont cn vente au Centre d'arts Haya. 

Pour les organisateurs de cet Evenement inedit, c'est aussi 
I'occasion de montrer I'exemple u la nouvelle generation. 
Avec l'argent recueilii lors de cette marche, la Societe anti- 
tabac compte organiser des conferences dans les ecoles pour 
denoncer les effets devastateurs du tabac sur la sante. EUe 
projette aussi d'ouvrir une clinique pour aider les fumeurs a 
decrocher de leur raegot. 

La cigarette est decidement mal yue, cette semaine, a Am¬ 
man puisque mardi elle a aussi ete bannie par les employes 
d'Aram ex et de ('hotel MarrioL Mais, pour une journee seule- 
raenL. ■ 
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3 changing face of the Britain's 
Dthall clubs as they drag their 
rounds into the 21 st century 
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FOOTBALL BECOMES a real¬ 
ity [his season. Most clubs faced 
wiih huge rebuilding costs in the 
v.ake v t the Tax lc*r Report into 
ground safety are on target to 
meet the August 1994 deadline. 

Witl: ;he help of the Football 
Trust. Premier League and First 
Ditisinn Clubs have spent mil¬ 
lion*. to meet the Taylor recom¬ 
mendations which followed the 
Hillsborough tragedy in 1989. 

Manx still have projects to 
start or complete, but at most 
premier league grounds the 
future !'•• taking shop. 

Double Cup winner Arsenal 
top foe spending and. in October 
-..ill unxeil an all-seater High- 
dur- ar an estimated cost of $33 

?- ! ly"r W ' lh 

The North BS!hk stand -alone, 
which opens this week cost $24 
million and contains executive 
bo\es, a creche and museum. 

Premier League champions 
Manchester United will re-open 


their famous former Stratford 
End terrace, which will now seat 
9,600 at the beginning of the 
season. 

In the First Division, MilJwaJI. 
with their new purpose-built sta¬ 
dium at Senegal Fields to be 
opened this week, and Wolves 
have also been dramatically 
transformed. 

At one time the Taylor dead¬ 
line, contained in 1990 reports 
was treated with scepticism by 
many clubs who refused to 
believe it would be enforced. 

That attitude has now disap¬ 
peared but some Premier 
League clubs are still struggling 
to be all-seater by August 1994. 

Newcastle. Chelsea and Swin¬ 
don are unlikely to make it.in_ 
'time. - 

Chelsea have embarked on an 
ambitious $ 54 million redevel¬ 
opment to Stamford Bridge with 
10,000 standing places, but 
work is still in its infancy. 

Similarly Newcastle plan to 


replace the Gallowgage End ter¬ 
race with an $12 million stand 
but work has not yet started 

Even Liverpool, Aston Villa 
and Manchester City are cutting 
it fine with work still to be done 
on the hug top at a cost of $ 8_5 
million. 

Any Premier or First Division 
ground that retains standing 
accommodation by the deadline 
will not get a licence to open 
that part of the ground. 

Football Licensing Authority 
chairman Norman Jacobs said: 
"We appreciate that some clubs 
have had difficulty for a variety 
of reasons but nearly all have 
been co-operative. We do not 
j Envisage grantjpg smp licenses 
'’for standing areas in August 
1994 and we will be firm on 
that The real point of the Taylor 
Report was to have stadia and 
facilities and that is now hap¬ 
pening." ■ 


Barasilia opts out of 2000 race 


BARAS1LIA BLAMED politi- 
Tsl turbulence on its withdrawal 
from che running 10 stage the 
200U OL inpic Games. 

Marcia Kubitschek. president 
of the committee organizing 
UV.oilia's candidacy, said the 
c:J irreparably damaged in 
last year's political storm which 
led President Fernando Collor 
de Me Ho to resign in the wake 
o: a corruption scandal. 

She said that it would have 
been necessary jo ask for public 
money to continue the bid but 
'•his possibility was discarded 
because of the difficulties the 
country i- facing.” 

Kubm-chck added that the bid 
had also been damaged by "mis- 
t observed in the report (to 
the International Olympic Com¬ 
mittee i which was done in a 
snort space of time by the 
association." 


She said the report, drawn up 
when the association had a dif¬ 
ferent president, was done with¬ 
out the observation of Brazil's 
Olympic Committee. Brasilia's 
bid to stage the 2000 Olympics 
was criticized last month by the 
international Olympic Commit¬ 
tee. who made last week's 
announcement of the withdrawal 
from their headquarters in Lan- 
sanne. Brasilia's decision to 
focus on 2004 instead of 2000 


echoed a recommendation by 
last month's IOC's technical 


report 

Brasilia's decision 


Brasilia's decision to pull out 
followed the earlier withdrawal 
of Tashkent and Milan. It means 
that no South American city 
would have hosted the games 
since the revival of the modern 
Olympics in 1898. The nearest 
the games have been to South 
America was when Mexico City 
staged them in 1968.B 


The golden men and 
women in Stuttgart 





orniation to 
~p#£service 
i-ftdanfari' 



THE FOURTH World Ath¬ 
letics Championship took 
place from Aug. 14-24 in 
Stuttgart was the carnival of 
the blacks whom grabbed the 
gold and the brightness or the 
championships, but some of 
the whites could keep with 
them. Here are some of the 

§ olden men and women in 
tuttgart 

Women: Sarah A! Sayeh 


(of Jordanian origin), Junko 
Asari, Gail Devers, Marlin 
Ottey, Maria Muttola, Jearl 
Miles, Sally Gunnell and 
Heika Drecbster. 

Men: Andrei Abdulvaliyev, 
Mark Plaatjas, Linford 
Christie, Michael Johnson, 
Pual Ruto. Sergei Bubka, 
Mike Bawel and Kevin 
Young. ■ 




*r His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah Bin Al 
Hussein agreed to be the 
chairman of the Jordanian 
Football Federation. The 
Prince’s agreement will 
greatly benefit the sport. 

•w Under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Al Hussein, the 
Rumam Hill Climb took 
place on 20th August. Par¬ 
ticipants were from Jordan, 
Lebanon and Belgium. 
Nabeel Karam (Lebanon) 
won the race, followed by 
Ma'rouf Abu Samrah (Jor¬ 
dan) in the second place, 
Adel Matini (Lebanon) in 
the third, Hasan Abu Sam- 
rah(Jordan) fourth and 
Bashar Bustamil Jordan) 


Lewis , 
Bruno in 
a verbal 
battle 



^libi'bure 
mance- 


MfiGICWORD 




FEELSN 


HOW TO PLAY: Road the list of words. Look al IHft puzzle. 
You'll find lhege words in all directions — horizontally, verti¬ 
cally. diagonally, backwards. Draw a circle around each let¬ 
ter of a wo'd found in Ihe puzzle, then strike H off the ItaL 
Circling II will show a letter has been used hm will leave it 
risible should It also form pan of another word. Ffnd the big 
words first. When tellers of all listed words ate circled, you'll 
have the given number of tellers left over. They'll span out 
your MAG1CWORD. 


—FIT! — 

i here are many readily 
available tooth whitening 
preparations now available 
.iver-ihe*counter. These for¬ 
mulas are generally safe: 
however, those individuals 
with gum problems and poor 
denial hygiene should con-t 
suit their dentist before using 
ihem. 


FAMOUS AUGUST BIRTHDAYS (Sol-: 9 
letters) 

A-Armstrong: B-n.il!. Basie. Bennett; C-Cnstro. 
Chamberlain, Chung; D-DeLuise. De Niro, 
Douglas: E-Eden. F.vans: F-Fender; G-Garcia, 
(Inzznra. Gorme; H-Hnle. Hamilton. Hoffman, 
Iliius(nii; -Jackson; K-Knopfler, L-Landis; M- 
M.irlmina, Melville. Mltchum, Mood. Mull; N- 
Newman F-Penn, Peterson. Polanski: R- 
Rediord; S-Sheaiing. Sheen, Simmons, Straight; 
W-Wflrhnl. Walt 


CTTENNEBNAMFFOH 
AHMHALES HEARI NG 
SGAANRMVHHEI SAB 
TI DMROAUAEI KI LH 
It A O I BMSZLNESMOO 
ORNLAESRZLSN MHU 
RTNTLIRTEATAORS 
I S AOLTCLRTGLNAT 
NLANDISRAOEOSWO 
ESI ULEDWAI NPENN 
DOUGLAS CHGNGCOC 
ELLI VLEMEMROGOH 
NOSKCAJ MU HC TI MU 
OCKNOF FLERAMWEN 
DROF DERFENDERKG 
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fifth. The Belgium competitors, 
made a show-round and set a 
new record of 1,56,48 minute. 
King Hussein initiated this race 
in 1956. 

Al Ahli bear all time rivals 


Al Orthodojti 70:60 in ihe first 
round of the 1993 First Divi¬ 
sion Basketball Championship, 
r Al Ramtha, foe champions 
of the Football Federation's 
shield will meet Al Waqrab 
from Qatar on September 9. 
Five teams from Qatar, Syria, 
Iraq and Jordan.will participate 
the 2nd Arab championship 
that will be organized by Al 
Ramtha and will run till IS 
September. 

ter- Al Orthodoxi defeated Air~ 
Jazeerah and won foe tennis 
championship for the first time " 
in 30 years- Al Jazeerah had : . 
been foe absolute champions 
of-this sport. 

The Palestine's Cup of foe 
Handball Championship is io 
be held in Amman on 24 








August. . . , 

^ Xte Jordanian weight lifting 
champions set five new Jorda¬ 
nian records, in foe Youth 


Weight Lifting CharopuMlr 
ship that took place on 20. 
Augustin Al YarmoukXwm 
in Al Hussein Sports CUy. 


Glory after eight days in a Coma 


LENNOX LEWIS of Britain, 
the WBC world heavyweight 
champion, traded verbal 
pouches with next opponent 
Frank Bruno as foe count¬ 
down to their October 2 fight. 

Lewis, who will be making 
his second defense of foe title 
he gained last December when 
Riddick Bowe refused to fight 
him, ridiculed his British rival 
and claimed Bruno was not in 
his class as a boxer. 

"I can't wait for the figfrt 
when Frank Bruno is going to 
be looking up at foe sky/ 1 said 
Lewis. "It will be a short 
fight.” 

Referring to Bruno’s three 
stoppage defeats at foe hands 
of Tim Witherspoon, Bone- 
crusher Smith and Mike 
Tyson, Lewis told his oppo¬ 
nent: You have been knocked 
out by a tie. You're trying to 
talk yourself into winning.” 

Bruno responded angrily. "I 
1 won’t hafe one omjcpr^f 
respect for him on foe night 
He's said nasty things about 
me which have affected my 
mum, my wife and kids, so I 
can't wait for this fight to hap¬ 
pen.” Bruno then questioned 
whether Lewis, raised in Can¬ 
ada, should be considered a 
genuine British fighter. 

"It's not Britain against 
Britain, it's Britain against 
Canada. I don't think yon 
need to be ironside to know 
the man doesn't live in this 
country,” Bruno told Lewis. 
"You've got the title out of foe 
dustbin.. Don't forget Bowe 
gave it to you ont of the 
dustbin." 

Bruno, who will be earning 
one minion pound sterling 
compared to foe champion's 
purse of 3J5 milli on, also took 
a swipe at Lewis's manager 
Frank Maloney. ■ 


THE LAST time Tony Doyle 
rode in the Milk Race his doc¬ 
tors thought that it was a medi¬ 
cal miracle, but they held their 
breaths, when they saw him 
leading his team to victory. 

The 35-year-old British 
cycling star, is lucky to be alive 
and fortunate to be riding at all 
after a horrific crash in 1989 
which sent him into an eight-day 
coma. 

His recovery from death's 
door to top international cyclist 
astounded everyone. 

Doyle has never talked about 
the accident until now, but he 
cannot fail to remind himself of 
the events that followed on that 
cold November night in Munich 
as he prepares for this year's 
Milk Race. 

The near tragedy occurred 
during a six-day cycle race. 

"1 landed on my head after a 
bike pulled out ia front of me 
and collided," he said. 

”1 was unconscious had multi¬ 
ple fractures and half of my 
head was drenched in blood. 
The race officials carried me out 
of the stadium on a stretcher to 
an ambulance and dropped me 
down a flight of concrete steps. 2 
bounced down the steps, but, 
being out cold, 1 did not com¬ 
plain, 1 ' he said and added ^it-was 
past midd3|13t^d%iih-zefo"'0Hh 5 ' 
peratures but they’tfid not even 
place a blanket over me. I was 



> 
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just in my cycle gear, then they 
discovered that they had brought 
me out of the wrong door and 
walked me all the way round the 
stadium outside before finding 
the ambulance, the cyclist said. 

He continued "after eight days 
in a coma, my eyes flickered and 
that allowed me to -be flown 
home before .being jgken straight^ 
.inttr intensive care for ~ foe nexfc: 
seven weeks. I could have died 
at the crash of in the coma, but 


being fit and relatively young 
helped; doctors : never dreamed 
foot I could become a top sports- 
man again. Thai is. one of the 
reasons why I am back at the 
top. The fact people thought it 
was impossible made it a chal¬ 
lenge", said Mr Doyle. - 
"I will never forget foe look on 
cthe doctor's .Jag^Jq..Munich 
'When 1 returned-a j'car latefc 
They were amazed, to see me 
looking so well, and when 1 told 


them I was going to 
win the Munich- six- 
day event ihut week 
and gave them tickets 
to watch they could 
not believe it", ht 
said smiling. 

“To actually win 
on foe same trarlc 
where I half - killed 
myself was ah irripor-' 
j iant pan of my recov¬ 
ery process. The 
1990 Milk race 
meant a great deal to 
me because it was 
my first race since 
foe accident and a 
-real mental test. I 
needed to carry on 
back to the standards 
that l am used to." 

Doyle, captain of 
foe British Neilson- 
Tivoli team is confi¬ 
dent of fulfilling his 
ambition. 

"It will mean a great deal to be 
. the winning captain, ft is an 
important event and. as captain, 
my job is to support riders and 
get them to rally round/ he said.. 

• • Doyle, who rides 25,000 miles 
a- year in racing and training, 
will get through five, pairs of 
wheels during the 1.500 mile 
. ^Milk Race, at least six pairs of 
/“tyres and will bum tip SOO calo* 

. ries during the four hours of an 
.. average 100-mile stage M 


Rock Tracks 
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This Week's Answer: HITCHCOCK 


By Stacy Jend Smith 

Don'tbesurprisedifRodStewart's 
next album con¬ 
tinues the 
stripped down 
style of his cui^ 
rent smash 
“Unplugged ... 
and Seared 
disk. In an ex¬ 
clusive inter- 
J view with this 
Stewart column, the leg¬ 
endary rocker 
revealed that his next album will 
* ‘likely lean toward the acoustic style, 
although it's too early to say for cer¬ 
tain." 

Stewart, of course, is now in the 
thick of his ' 'A Night to Remember' ’ 
concert tour. He says that, initially, he 
was planning to go out on the road 
unplugged (that is. playing acousti¬ 
cally with just a spare backup group), 
but gradually, as the tour plans took 
shape. * ‘it got more and more plugged 
in." (The end result involves a full 
band, three backup singers, and 30- 
piece orchestras — they're recruiting 
in eachciiy—complete with conduc¬ 
tor.) 

The reasons for the change. Stewart 
says, are: 1) he thought a long acous¬ 
tic show’ would get boring, and 2) he 
can only go so long without wanting 
to rock oul ‘ ‘I just wain to get up and 
do it!" as he puts it. Still, he adds, 
"going into the unplugged stuff is a 
nice way toslipinto a relaxed mood." 
Goi ng unplugged also has given some 
of his old songs fresh life — like 
“HandbagsandGladrags. "the 1971 
tune he thought never got the appre¬ 
ciation it deserved. 

Some of his music doesn't stand up 
to the rigors of acoustic play. "We 
don't play ‘Do Ya Hunk I'm Sexy’ 
any more." he says flatly. At 48. is 
Rod slowing down? "I’d be lying if I 
said l had as much energy as I did 20 
years ago, or even 15 years ago.” he 
responds. "But I sing much better 
now than I did then.' ’ And. he adds, 
Tib a fit 4S-year-old.” So fit. In 
fact, he ’5 not only up for the rigors of 
rock, but new fatherhood. He says his 
wife, supermodel Rachel Hunter, 
plans to gel pregnant during the tour. 
"If I can find the time." 

U2 is very anxious to play main¬ 
land China — to the point foal the 
group doesn'icare if ii makesaprofit 
from the gig. The Dublin-based 
mega band has been in negotiations 
(with an assist from the Irish Em¬ 
bassy in Beijing) to play three con¬ 
certs in Shanghai ax year'send. Right 
now, they’re still on their smash 
Zooropa European concert trek. 





Many Exhibitions Are Held Annually But Your 
Exhibition Is Truly 


PETRA - Jordan Int*l Trade Fair 




Amman 


Sponsofedby 

Amman Chamber of 


The national association which has gathered 
the private sector in the last seventy years 


Organised by Mlonaf International. 
Tel 676703y Fax 671691 
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THE STAR 9 


Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 820101 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre..-. 637009 

Goethe Institute._ 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre.. 641158 
Spanish Cultural Centre - 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre-. 639777 

Haya Arts Centre.665195 

Hussein Youth City._66718175 

Y.W.C.A- 641793 

Y.W.M.A—„_ 664251 




Nabil A1 Ma&hini Theatre-675571 
Nabil & Hisham's Theatre.625155 

Concord .. 677420 

Plaza... 699238 

Philadelphia_634144 

Sports Chibs 

A1 Hussein Sports City.— 667181 

Orthodox Chib__ 810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club_ 736572 

Royal Chess Otab__ 673713 





Algerian . 641271/2 

Australian...67324677 

Austrian Embassy.._644635 

Bahrain.-.-...664148/9 

Belgian .675683 

Bulgarian..818151 

Canadian __ 666124 

Chilean. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.677559 

Czechoslovakian _665105 

Danish Consulate Gen_603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French .641273/4 

German.-.689351 

Greek......671331/2 

Hungarian..-._8 1 5614 

Indian..637262 

Indonesian.828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian...—__638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland—. 625632 

Consulate of Iceland..698S51 

Consulate of Sir I.anlta .645312 

Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti..675135/8 

Libyan.. 693101/3 

Lebanese _ 641381 

Moroccan _ 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Consulate_827926 

Omani__ 686155 

Pakistani_622787 

Palestine._677517 

People's Rep. of Cbina.....666I39 

PhiJKpines.- 645161 

Polish... 637153 

Qatari .682666 

Romanian.667738 

Russian .-.641158 

Saudi Arabian.. 814154/6 

South Korean.-.660745/6 

Spanish .614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish.669177/9 

Swiss.-.686416/7 

Syrian__- 641076 

Taiwan.-. 671530 

Tunisian -.-.674307/8 

Turkish .. 641251 

U.A.E.-.643347/643341 

United Kingdom..—823100 

United States of America..82Q 101 

Yemen...-.642381 

EEC Delegation.. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

1CRC.688645 

UNDP/WFP..668171/7 

UNRWA.—.-. 669194/8 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO.-.606559 


Alyemda(Air yemen)_653691 

Aeroflot—__641510 

Air Canada._630879 

Air France_666055 / 667824 

Air India -688301/2 

Air Lanka _682140 

Alitalia.. 625203 

American Airlines__669068 

Arab Wings-894484 

Adria Airways..-667029 

Austrian Airlines-637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines_665909 

British Airways..641430 

British Midland_694802 

China Air lines _636232 

Cathay Pacific__628596 

Cyprus Airways__667028 

Egypt Air_ 630011 

EmiraresAiriioes_643341 

Gulf Air__ 653613 

Hungarian Airlines..622Z75 

Iberia..—637827/644036 

Iran Air._ 622826 

Japan Airlines _630879 

KI~M _ -622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines — 643831/2.. 

Lu fthansa _ 601744 

Malaysian Airiine.639575/653446 

MJLA...... 636104 

Olympic.. 630125/638433 

PIA_ 625981 

Philippine Airlines_ 640200 

Polish Airlines_ 625981 

Qantas_641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian-.. 678321 

Sautfia-__ 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines_604499 

Singapore Airlines_ 676177 

Sudan Airlines_ 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S>A.)659791/641906 

USAIR._694801/2 

Syrian Air._622147 

TAROM- Romanian._637380 

Thai Airways._ 637195 

Trans World Airline __623430 

Turkish Airlines..659102 

Yemenia Airways..628175 

Yugoslav Airlines..604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 


A1 Andalusiaii.. 606821 

AIBarakeh..687988 

AJ-JabaJ.606669 

Al-Labadi —.-..813554 

AI-Riraal_ 639861 

Al-Samer.-..771707 

AJ-Waha ..._. 674105 

Amin Jarrar... 670498 

Amman-..-.666327 

Arabian. 641350 

Avis.699420 

Budget—.604230 

De'as-__ 669970 

Dirani .660601 

Europcar.601350/80 

General Services.674100 

Hertz (Int'L sales)_ 694802 

Kada .665161/665153 

National.639197/8 

Nebo.-. 816792 

Petra.. 605501 

Sahara..694883 

Satelite.625767/621471 

Shakhshir..668958 

Star.—. 604904 

Swan National.-. 694882 




Al-Cazar._ 

Aqaba..... 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel— 

Aquamarina I..—. 

CoralBeach.- 

Holiday tort- 

Miramar-.... 


__314131 

_314091 

-.316636 

—316250 

.—313521 

_312426 

.-314340 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. year 
round. Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel HiU). Opening 
hours: 9 a_m - 5 pan.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel. 630128. 
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Algeria.___ 

Argentina...... 

Buenos Aires I 

Australia... 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.—.. 

Vienna 222 

B ahrain ____ 

Belgium.... 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil-- 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
BraziJIia 61 

Bulgaria.__ 

Sofia 2 

PjtnaHa .. ... 

Ottawa 613 

Chile..-. 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus-- 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia.-- 

Prague 2 

Denmark_ 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador.--- 

Quito 2 

Egypt- 

Cairo 2 

Dublin i 
Cork 21 

Finland_ 

Helsinki 0 

France___ 

Paris 1 


Ulpt 





Amman 
Alia Gateway__ 

(08)51000 
-. 665186 

Amra ... 

.... 815071 


Commodor_ 

Forte Grand... 

Grand Palace.. 

InterContinental. 

International—.— 

—665181 
—674111 
— 661121 

.641361 

-.841712/3 
_665094 


.... 660100 


•667150 



— 660000 


. 813801 

Tvche . 

_ ..661114 

L_1 
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Germany W..49 

Bonn 288 

Greece..-...30 

Atbens/Pirseus 1 

Hungary..36 

Budapest 1 

India..91 

Bang] ore 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,23A5,6,7. & 8. 

Indonesia.. 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy.39 

Rome 6 

Iraq.964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan.- 81 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya..254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait..965 

Korea..-... 82 

Seoul 2 

Libya..218 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon._961 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia._60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico_52 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco_212 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands.-.31 


The Prime Ministry/TeL 641211 
Foreign Affairs TeL 644361 
Interior Ministry TeL 663111 
Finance TeL 636321 
Public Health TeL 665131 
Education & Higher Education TeL 669181 
Justice TeL 663101 
Planning TeL 644466 
Public Works & Housing TeL 668481 
Municipalities & Environment TeL 641393 
! Industry & TradeTeL 663191 
Supplies TeL 602121 
Awqaf & Islamic AffcnrsTeL 666141 


first Mali OO 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen.967 

AI Bayda6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria..234 

Lagos \ 

Norway.47 

Oslo 2 

Oman..968 

Pakistan..92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/lslamabad 51 

Paraguay. 595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru—.51 

Lima 14 

Philippines.-..63 

Manila 2 

Poland.. 48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar. 974 

Romania..40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia.966 

Al-Khobar 3 
AI-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain.-.34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid I 


Agriculture Tel 686151 

Labour Tel 69SI86 

Social Development TeL 673191 

Transport TeL 641461 

Prer & Communications TeL 624301 

Information Tel 641467 

Water & Irrigation Tel 680100 

Energy & Mineral Resources TeL 815615 

Culture /Jabal Amman TeL 636391 

Youth / University TeL 60470X 

Parliamentary Affairs TeL 641211 

Tourism & Antiquities TeL 642311 


Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka..94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan.249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria.963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand..66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.216 

Tunis I 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul l 

UAE..971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
Al Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyalhl 52 
Rus Al Khaim ah 77 
Sharjah 6 

Umm Al Quwain 6 

UK.44 

London (inner 71/outer 81) 

Uruguay.59S 

Montevideo 2 

USA. 1 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

USSR.7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela..58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia..38 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 


Mi* 

AL OHAD Al IKTItAD 


For information 
& reservations: 

694-801 


Jordan's leading 
economic 
newsletter. 
Published by 
Info-Media. 


Call 652-380 






itfii 


ft fcVi [•!-!< 




J(i ISuliUtri Sir 


,i't - 2nd tirt'lf. J.iiui! \mucin • 0|i|)nsirt' i rviu'li I ml 1 1 .!. 6~o4.S2 



The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for your reservations call 
639197 



our world of 

[^ 6 tes^EEri 2 i 2 i;i I fragrance starts 
with a letter 


Sparioui Arm H7 rh Beautiful DeemOioas 


Ti'l:fiN77]2. l , OU; l .MIJ!l'.VXl Sliim-kjm • Viiililon 


this letter will 
unravel itself to 
your immagination 


mam 

mm 


A variety wine best 

(dads of fifth 
Barbecued local meat 

Famous eastern and 
western dishes in a 
lardy duntKT 

atmosphere 
Quick service 


Fin ounces Rcstiiiwtiu i 


■ Enjoy eastern mask with artist Mann 
Jurairi 

* We are ready to eater tor wedding 

and birthday parties 

Jabal Amman - 5th circle 
For reservation call-.824620 


Amman 

International Hotel 

4 | 4 

M. 

Tel 841712/841713 


v ^ 

^PIOOCTORM^ 


Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 
24 HOURS A DAY 

Just Call:6S2097 

Our name says it all 


At NeGrEsCo Bar in 

SELECT HOTEL 



One visit will make yon 
a steady, we believe.”! 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 


. .-JL- i r+ 

mmti 


Amman-TcL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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SEtEirsese Eesi«:ra::£ 
on Parian 
I si Circle. Jabal Amman. 
nearAhliyyph Girls School 

Taka away is available 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 
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Your first choice 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


ratio n s call ( 0 3 ) 
Fax (0 3 ) 3 18 246 


Al. Shami Bazar & Gifts 

Oriental Souvenirs 
Hand Grafts, old silver, old carpets. 

Jabal Amman 3rd Circle, Infront Jordan InterContinental Hotel 
Tel: 648795 - P.O. Box 184379 




To advertise in this space, 
call us at 652-380 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
28 August- 3 
September 


econd Amman L-iteraiui® 

features Jordanian Short Story 












ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

08:30 — Wacky World 
09:00 — Perspective 
09:30 — Saturday Variety 
Show, featuring Gloria Este- 
fan 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature FDm: City 
Boy. Young city boy, Nick, de¬ 
cides to leave the city looking 
for his father. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — Step By Step 
09:10 — The Dream Machine. 
How the advent of computers 
changed the face of modern day 
life. 

10:00 — News in English 
10-J0 — French Series: Le 
Gerfaut 

MONDAY 

08:30 — Golden Girls 
09:10 — Thirty Something. 
Malessa is trying to help her 
boyfriend to find a job in the 
company where Michael works. 
10:00 — News in E ng l is h 
10:40 — Mystery Movie: 
Sherlock Holmes 

TUESDAY 

08 JO — People Next Door 
09:10—Faces and Places 
9J0—A Kind Of Magic 
10:00—News in English 
10:20 — Movie; Mayor.of 
Hell' 

WEDNESDAY 

08:30 — Night Conrt 
09:00— Documentary 


10:00 — News in En g lish 
10:20 — Mini series: Shat¬ 
tered Promises, Part One 

THURSDAY 

08 JO — Too Close For Com¬ 
fort 

09:10 —HELP 
10:00 — News in E ng lish 
10:20 — Movie of the Week, 
’American Dreamer* 

FRIDAY 

08 JO — Head of the Class 
09:10 — Reasonable Doubt 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Mini Series: The One 
Game 

programmes 

FRAN£AIS 

SAMEDl 

06H)0 — Les Aventuriers de 
1 ‘espace _ , . , 

06 JO — Envoy 6 Spatial 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Fengtre Snr 

D1MANCHE 

S JO — Le Monde est Avous 

07:00—Le Journal 

07:15—Le Journal deL’ffirtcare 

LUNDI 

06:00 — Le Louvre: Du Din- 
jon A La Pyramids 
07:00 — Le Journal 
■jyfclfr—r Magazine SportiT 

MARDI 

05 JO—Omnisciences 
06 J5 — Maguy 
07:00—Le Journal 


THE STAR'S 
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COMPUTING & 
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Edited by Zeid Nasser 
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City Boy , Saturday at 30:20 

07:15 — Variates 

MERCRED1 

06:00 — L’histoire de Cheva¬ 
lier Degrienx 
07:00 —Le Journal 
07:15 — Ushuaia 

JEUDI 

05 JO — Pif et Hercule 


Computer 

Companies: 

You are invited to 
share in your news 
and activities with our 
readers. Drop us a 
I line at 652380 or fax 
xou news on 648298. 


05:45 —Goal 
06:15 — Geopolis 
07:00 —Le Journal 
07:15 — Azimuts 

VENDREDI 

05 J0 — French Film: Coma 
De Passe 

07:00—Le Journal 
07:15 — Varietds 


By Vesna Masharqa 

Special To The Star ® 

THE SECOND Amman Liters- 1 
cure Forum, organised and span- £ 
sored by the Ministry of Culture, I 
featured the Jordanian Short ^ 
Story this year, and its position I 
in Arab Literature- More than J 
170 local and Arab c ritics and < 
writers attended the three-day i 
conference held ax the Royal ' 
Cultural Center. 

The conference surveyed the 
critics and writers from nine 
Arab countries, such as Moham¬ 
mad Barada and Ahmad A1 Ma- 
dmah (Morocco), Edward Harai 
(Egypt), Abdullah Abu Heif 
(Syria), Subbi Shahruri and Hus- 
sam A1 Khatib (Palesrine), Mo¬ 
hammad Bakroub (Lebanon), 
Fadel Tamer, Yaseen Naseer and 
Hutem Saqar (Iraq), who high- 
lighted different aspects of uw 
short story movement in Jordan 
since1940. Local writers and 
poets like Abdullah Radwan, 
Gfaassan Abdul Kbalaq, Sulie- 
man Azraq, Ibrahim Al Fayou- 
nd, Ahrhad Zoubi and Leila 
Naim analyzed existing writing 
trends, impressionistic criticism 
national and patriotic feelings 
techniques of modem and classi¬ 
cal writings and the women 
characters in local stories. 

Special attention was given to 
the Arab, Islamic and popular 
heritage elements as well as the 
social aspects, artistic level in 
the fields of style, technique, 
structure and content of these 
stories. 

According to Dr Hassan Aley- 
an, Jordan University professor, 
the Jordanian short story has 
passed through three stages of 
development During the early 
thirties, the then prevailing ro¬ 
mantic trend focused on individ¬ 
ual experiences, emotional re¬ 
flections of the writer about the 
world and the internationaliza¬ 
tion of external stimuluses, 
which were summed up through 
creative literary forms. 

The second phase started with 
the defeat of Arabs in 1967. 
Writers' concerns concentrated 
on national identity and patriot¬ 
ism, creating a trend of social re¬ 
alism. 


■In the 
eighties, a 
new genera¬ 
tion of writ¬ 
ers began ex¬ 
perimenting 

with the lan¬ 
guage, form, 
and structure 
of the story, 
generating a 
variety of 
styles, and ap¬ 
proaches to 
this literary 
genre, and 
encouraging 
young talents 
to move from 

poetry or ____ 

fopV'rttfs Shahruna, one of the participants 

neglected liter- ■ ' - r worldi 5 ^ 5 ^ one "of the local 

ature form. 

-The Arabs are prone to poet- a novelist, and 1 believe 

ry reading and they acknowledge f ^ short story is 

the novel inspire of the Act that- ^ £ 

it is an imported form of hrera T , ^ novelist told The 

ture from the West, said Subhi ^ grained that the short 

Shahruri, Mesnman m - outstanding po- 

writer. We have^shorr story for developing and syn- 

writings within our hentoge, yet various artistic aspects, 

it takes a long time for conrem-. , ^hSWy, musical rhythm, 
porary young waters to gnimrec- observation and 

ognition and establish a relation-. ^ 

Young writers and veterans 
; .. who wished to share frustrations 
'The Arabs are prone to about censorship and publishing 
poetry reading and they facilities participated in panel 

acknowledge the novel ^^^ ^ cdiectior. was 
inspite of the fact that U .banned-last year, because it in¬ 
is an imported form of -eluded two stories m 

literature from the (secret poUcre) and 

West . . they dealt with their conflicts be- 

hind foe prison-walls. The other 
^ story was banned because it had 
ship with readers." . -. He * "sexual compement^it was 
confirmed this sralemem with described by tte c^shi£ a 
foe feet that since foe sixties- short story writer toUm«? Star. 

foere tavern hardly any exist- ■ jWgn*. sttidS 
ing critiques or analyses of short another problem. .She smd that 

stories inthe. Arab world. / rSS^ 

Some intellectuals went for- .mough by kc4 J^^pers, 
ther, telling The Star that the atti- "the vdb^aa^fennttMDfwr 

tude toward the short story in foe daily _“£?* if 

Arab world is not much different personal 
than in the West The popularity 

nf the novel and poetry have al- writers, then pupusning yuui 

l^cTtedTSv on the » jj 

in foe mood of the editor, she said. 




'The Arabs are prone to 


inspite of the fact that it 
is an imported form of 
literature from the V 
West 


ship with readers." . He 
confirmed this. statement with 
foe feet that since the sixties 
there have been hardly any exist¬ 
ing critiques or analyses of short 
stories in the Arab world. 

Some intellectuals went fur¬ 
ther, telling The Star that the attir 
tude toward the short story in foe 
Arab world is not much different 
than in the West The popularity 
of the novel and poetry have al¬ 
ways casted a shadow on the 
short story everywhere in the 


«*»*• 

seWonTencouragcd to' 

story 

and navels, which 

ztdtxsrsx* 

bookonfoeirown. 

Nteanwhile. «me wtitef 

told The Star foaT lordnr 
has excellent facilities fiw mmv 
ducing liieiarv works ^ ,crms 0 ^ 

sa pag*^ daU - v , pap r 

and thdr ^kly 
magazines and pcnudicals hte 
At Jeet which w puh^hed 
every three months by the Mim>- 

try of Culture. . 

However, one wrtiei >taled - 

that "papere are foil ot low 

dard poems and 

though there is no ckar '■nterw 

for foe artistic level . 

Women wnters anendm*. «h 
conference all agreed that wom¬ 
en authors have additional prob¬ 
lems to those mentioitedjfotive. 
as they are always judged ami 
accused by foe community asex 
posing themselves shamelesHlj. 
^We arc always judged with 
the contents of our stories, not 
by style or technique. In tne un- 
derstanding of others, we always 

write about ourselves, /ufikna 
Abu Risah, a Jordanian pwt and 

short story author told The Star. 
Her major observation 1 * fhal de¬ 
mocracy is proving evermore re¬ 
strictive because of the rise ot 

fundamentalism, which imum 
puts, limits on creative writings. 

Hanan Beirut defined women 
writers as prisoners on the paper, 
who are always requested to jus¬ 
tify every word they wnte and 
give explanations and excuse* 

1 for their feelings and opinions., 
Fakhri Sallah told The Star 
' foat all tire topics raised during 
the conference are of an enor- 
mous importance lor dw- xva! 

' writers and Arab guests: "It was 

. a great opportunity for both 
F sides to get to know each other, 

, evaluate their ideas anil^ intro- 
” duce their works. The impact 
„ be clear after sometime." he 

said. ■ 


Borland products infringe Lotus' copyrights in 1 -2-3 

. ■ _t, __ nunn ctnu^iim than is contained & 


THE UNITED States District 
Court in Boston ruled that the 
macro key reader in Borland In¬ 
ternational's spreadsheet prod¬ 
ucts, QuattroPro and QuattroPro 
for Windows, infringes Lows 
Development Corp.’s copyrights 
in 1-2-3. The macro key reader 
is the feature that, according to 
Borland, allows users to run 
macros created with 1-2-3. 

Lotus had filed a suit against 
Borland International in July 
1990 alleging infringement of its 
copyrights in 1-2-3. In July 


1992, foe court found that Bor¬ 
land had copied the menu com¬ 
mands, menu command struc¬ 
ture, macro language and 

keystroke sequences of Lotos 1- 

2-3. 

Contained in Borland s menus 
is a virtually identical copy of 
the menu structure and organiza¬ 
tion of Lotus 1-2-3, using foe 
first letter of command names 
and other symbols to delineate 
that structure, in spite of foe fact 
that Borland's copy uses a differ¬ 
ent way of representing foe 


menu structure than is contained 
within Lotus code or displayed, 
to foe user while running 1 -2-3. 

Borland's affirmative defenses 
included claims that Lotus de¬ 
layed unreasonably in filing suit 
against Borland and that Lotus 
has indicated it did not object to 
Borland's key reader. In July of 
this year, the court ruled m Lo¬ 
ws' favour on Borland's affirma¬ 
tive defenses and all other liabili¬ 
ty issues, except foe key reader, 
on which foe court reserved 
judgement until recently. ■ 
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The new standard in Arabic wordprocessing: 

Arabic Word for Windows 


News Update 


THE UNIQUE qualities that 
characteries foe Arabic language 
have always made it difficult for 
PC users to a get high end word 
processor that fully supports the 
Arabic language. To start with, 
foe Arabic language is written 
from right to left and 
some characters are 
written linked within 
foe same word, while ; _ 
others are written sep- : 
arately. Any one char¬ 
acter can have one of 1 
four shapes according 
to its position in a 
word and to the char- ; 
acters preceding and l 
following it. The same | 
word in Arabic can 
have totally different 
meanings depending 
on foe diacritics imposed over 
the letters and two words that 
might appear different due to the 
addition of a Kashida in one or 
an AlefLam in the other could 
provide exactly the same mean¬ 
ing. With word processing being 
the most popular computer ap¬ 
plication in the world, ease of 
use has become a major concern 
for users. 

All these facts put together 
mean that any acceptable word 
processor should be developed 
with the Arabic language in 
mind if it is to function in foe 
proper way. Not a single word 
processor for Intel based ma¬ 
chines has satisfied these criteria 


for the Arabic language. With 
foe release of Word for Win¬ 
dows with Arabic language sup¬ 
port, Arab users can finally 
catch up with other users imple¬ 
menting advanced word process- 
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ing all around the world. It's not 
just an Arabic version of the 
original package, but it has 
many added features to cater for 
the needs of Arab users. 

The user will now be able to 
have the menus in Arabic or in 
English. However, this does not 
apply to dialogue boxes. 

The difference that users will 
recognise is foe addition of three 
new buttons on the toolbar. The 
language button switches be¬ 
tween English and Arabic. The 
user can write in Arabic or Eng¬ 
lish and mix languages by sim¬ 
ply clicking This button as he 
types the text The other two 
buttons on the right side of foe 


lower toolbar are related to the 
left to right (LTR) or right to left 
(RTL) paragraph orientation and 
allow the user to switch between 
the two options by simply click¬ 
ing on either button. Using the 
character command in the for- 
■S fcd n mat menu, the user will 
H HH be able to associate any 
jj gftffrd particular Arabic font 
jgj with any other Latin font 
^ style. This font associa- 
§ tion is a very useful fea- 
B tore preserving font se- 
I lection across language 
w changes. 

•; Microsoft will include 
ja four new TrueType scal- 
0 able fonts in the Arabic 
I Word for Windows pack- 
aaapra J age giving users the abil- 
ity to create stylish Ara¬ 
bic documents that will look 
great on paper whether printed 
on laser, inkjet or even dot¬ 
matrix printers. A unique feature 
is the ability to add colored dia¬ 
critics to foe documents. Anoth¬ 
er advanced feature is the ability 
to sort Arabic text to quickly ar¬ 
range text alphabetically or nu¬ 
merically. You can sort rows in 
tables, paragraphs and lists 
created with mbs. 

An important feature which 
encourages more Arabic users to 
move to Arabic Word for Win¬ 
dows is the conversion utilities 
that will enable them to import 
files from all other popular Ara¬ 
bic word processors. Files creat- 


Madntosh L520 

• The new Macintosh to come 
out of Apple's stables is called 
the Mac L520, which follows an 
all-in-one design similar to that 
of foe Macintosh Color Classic. 

It includes a Motorola 68030 
running at 25MHz with 5MB 
RAM as standard, 80MB hard 
disk and a CD ROM dnve ^. 
What is so interesting about this 
machine is that, alfooujgh it fol¬ 
lows the box design of the Clas¬ 
sic, it includes a huge 14 inch 
color monitor also included in 
the box! The Mac L52Q will be 
selling in the US for around 

ed in Arabic Write, Arabic 
Works, Arabic Displaywrite, 
ArabWord, Arabic WordPerfect 
or Sakhr Word Processor can be 
used with Arabic Word for Win¬ 
dows. ____—«| 

WordArt _ 

the £ jK/T 

utility J&r A ' . 

included Mr- 
in Ara- r 

users to 

create — " 

dramatic effects with text such 
as rotating, flipping and arrang¬ 
ing text in circles and other 
shapes will support only English 
text in this version. It is planned 
to be available in Arabic in the 


$1600 only through educational 
channels for the time being and 
will probably be available at re¬ 
tail outlets later in the year. 

The PowerPC is on 
the way 

• The next computer standard' 
jointly developed by IBM, Ap¬ 
ple and Motorola- known as foe 
PowerPC - will be seeing foe 
light in the first half of 1994. 

This will take the form of the 
PowerPC 601, based around a 
RISC processor, which is pow¬ 
erful enough to make it more ca¬ 
pable than current systems in 
performing tasks such as foil 

next release. Also planned for 
the next release is foe Arabic 
spell checker. The current re¬ 
lease will support spell checkers 
for 15 different languages and 
an English grammar checker, 
foe first to be included in an Ar¬ 
abic word processor. 

Users who have been using 
Arabic Write since they ob¬ 
tained their Arabic Windows 
will find Arabic Word for Win¬ 
dows a natural upgrade and will 
be able to tremendously improve 
the quality of their word pro¬ 
cessing bringing it up to DTP 
levels. Arabic Word for Win¬ 
dows is an easy to use high end 
Arabic/English word processor, 
ft will satisfy all the needs of the 
user wether for simple document 
preparation or high quality desk¬ 
top publishing. B 

Windows User Middle East 


screen video; 3D Tendering, 
speech recognition among other 
things. Other models to come 
out later include the cheaper 
model, foe PoweiPC 603 and 
the faker model, the PowerPC 
604. The model promised to be 
the most impressive of foe' 
bunch is the PowerPC 620. ■ 
Apple already unveiled its 
prototype of the Macintosh 
PoweiPC last May. Board up¬ 
grades for Macintosh users with 
Macs like the Centris 610 & 
650, Perfonua 600 and foe Mac 
Hvx & Uvi are on the way. It 
should run Windows; OS/2, 
Unix and Macintosh software. 




LOTUS 

SnuutS uite _ 

FOR ^ 

WIXDOWS 


ANALYSE IT 
LOTUS 1-2 


The word class 
spreed sheet 
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PRESENT IT 
FREELANCE 
GRAPHICS 

Superb charting 
drawing and 
presentations 


VoRGAM/t: IT 
LOTUS 

. ORGANIZER V 
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time arid ’.v 


SEND IT 

LOTUS 
CC: MAIL 

The world most 
popular LAN based 
electronic mail 
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Pentium: Don’t hold 
your breath 

IF YOU'RE” waiting for foe Pentium, foe events of foe last 
couple of months are an indication that it won’t be readily avail¬ 
able in 1993- Last month, Intel themselves announced thai the 

Pentium wiU be scarce m 1993 because I 

of the very high demand. In a press jl 

briefing 7 Intel told the press that , "the 
availability- of its new Pentium micro¬ 
processor will be severely limited form¬ 
ing only a small fraction of PC ship¬ 
ments this year", 

Instead, Intel plans to cash in on peo¬ 
ple's hunger for power by offering a 
Pentium OverDrive upgrade which will 
be available in mid-1994? So it doesn't 
take a genius, to understand that Intel is 
planning to only make the Pentium read¬ 
ily available at Chat date. 

Of course, it does make sense that In¬ 
tel won't b6 producing as many Pentium 
chips as they shpuld in order to prolong . .. . _ v • 

the life of and the" profit making ability of the 486, which;will 
•continue to'form the biggest portion of PC shipments for foe . 
year 1993. . : . 

The Pentium should have been available on the market since 
| last March but some 'difficulties on the commercial and indtistri- 
al level’, as Intel puts it, were behind its delay. It was latter-re- 
leased on 17.May 1993 arid has already been included in some 
computer systems such as servers, especially multi-processor 
oiks which include dual Pentiums, and some desktop computer 
systems from companies like AST and NCR. 

111110 , of course, does not stop for Intel or anybody. Cyrix al- 
: ready have,an Intel compatible Pentium-bearing chip in devel¬ 
opment, and it finally looks like RISC microprocessor power Is 
corning to the masses.. 

Affordable RISC. (Reduced Instruction Set Computing) com¬ 
puters to come-include the PowerPC from IBM and Apple and,: 
the already available DBG-Alpha PC both of which offer perfor¬ 
mance five times as fast as the Pentium and for an almost simi¬ 
lar price. This should challenge Intel's. supremacy, especially 
seeing as.the PoweiPC is .aimed at breaking Intel's monopoly on 
the microprocessor market by .creating a new standard based 
around RISC. 

- Computer “dealers in the Middle Baist; believe that some sysr 
' terns'win; only, be available for big users and clients/but -the 
availability of Pentium machines for normal users will rake a 
few months.'The two main reasons for .this include the export: 
pennies required to ship foe machines to the Middle East be- 
■ cause of foe higK technological level of Pentium systems and the. 
scarcity -of . the Pentium compared to the demand for it. Al- . 

- fooiigh American computer manufacturers view the Middle East 
"asamarket udth a.lbt of potential the U& government^^sees it as 
'darigerous' to transfer high technology to foe region, so the per-. 
mat is necessary and it |s actually a turn-off for many exporters i] 
V Until recently, fokpernut was also required to ship 486-b6MHz 
computers to the region! You could just call it a 'soft implemen- 
ration of technology embargo'.- * v j 

:-So, if yotfre a computer user id foe Middle East, foe bottom , 
vluie-is-"don't ^bdW your-breath*. When it's old technoloBy arid 
^ J not darigerous L anymore, we'll be seeing it-in our Middle East-' 
1" wn Computer markets. Until then, try riot to develop nny mtefear . 


or destructive electrtimcweapcins with your386. 


































